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Flower- Garden. 
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"By FAMES HERVEY, AB, 


1 hook upon the Pleaſure, which we take in a Garden, 


as one of the moſt innocent Delights in human Lift. 


A Garden was the Habitation of our firft Parents 
before the Fall. It is naturally apt to fill the Mind 
ewith Calmneſs and Tranquillity, and to lay all its 
turbulent Paſſions at Refi, It gives us a great In- 
fight into the Contrivance and Wiſdom of Provi- 
dence, and ſuggeſts innumerable Subjects for Me- 
ditation, Spect. Vol. VII. No 477. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


"A L K in the Garden Summer Morning 4 
ſoaring Lark : Invitation to early riſing — 
| Laſineſs of the Heavens, greater Extent of Divine 
Mercy —— The Sun; its riſing Glories ; noble 
Emblem of CHRIS r, in its enlightening, fruc- 
tifying, chearing, and enten frye Influences 
Dews ; their tranſient Brightneſs ; their refreſh- 
ing Nature; their immenſe Number : Difficult Paſ- 
ſage in the Pſalms cleared up —— The various, but 
harmomous, Procedure of Providence and Grace 
—— Viewof the Country, and its principal Producti- 
ons; chiefly characterixed as uſeful CHRIST 
made and recovered, upholds and actuates Al; Ad- 
dreſs to Mankind on this Occaſion —— Obſervations 
contracted to the Garden : Fields of Literature left 
for the Study of the Bible — Fragrance of Flowers ; 
Its fugitive Nature, another Motive to ſhake off © | 
Sloth ; the delightful Senſation it creates, faint * 
Repreſentation of the Prectouſneſs of CHRIS T's | 
| Sacrifice ; all our Performances polluted, this the 
Cauſe of our Acceptance — T he Colours of Flowers, | 
Bre * in every kind ; with what Skill dif- v3 
"=" 3 poſed; 
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iv The ARGUMENT. 
1 pa; the Fineneſs of the Flowery Texture : * 
HK gent to truſt in Providence The Polly of 
Pride i in Dreſs ; our true Ornaments diſplay — 
Plawers naturally inſpire Delight ; what Pleaſure 
muſt ariſe from the beatific Viſion Solomon 
pictures out the bleſſed J Es us by; the moſt delicate 
1 Flowers. Beauties in the Creature ſhould lead us 
bi to the Creator = The Variety of Flowers, in their 
W Airs, Habits, Attitudes, and Lineaments ; The 
„ Wiſdom of the Almighty Mater; the Perfection and 
1 Simplicity of his Operations The Difference be- 
tween Individuals of the ſame Species, an Emblem 
of ſmaller Differences bWqween Proteſtants — The 
regular Succeſſion of Flowers ; ſome of the choicęſt 
'M | Betts deſcribed; the fine Effect produced by this 
1 Piece of Oeconomy; the apparent Inter poſition of a 
T3 benevolent Providence in condutting it: This beautiful 
. Diſpoſition, and indeed all that is admirable in the 
23 Creation, referred ts CHRIST as the Author ; to 
if con ſider the Things that are made, in this View, has 
excellent Influence on our Faith and Love—— The 
i Structure of Flowers ſo correct, could not be altered 
\ Bar te their Prejudice; the Time of their appearing 
4 choſen with the niceſt Precaution 3 theſe Circumſtan- 
1 ces aftriking Argument ſor Reſignation to the Diſ- 
| . poſal f Heaven — Quotations from Caſimire 
+ * and Juvenal tranflated—— 4 favourite Tenet o, 
< ad Pope's S 15 ightly EP — - The brute ce 
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we Ancuunnt vo 
inſenſible of the fine Properties of Flowers + Their 
Charms peculiarly intended to | delight MA. 
kind : They" court our Obſervation ; and reſerve 
their richeſt Sweets for our Entertainment; 3 all 
Things conſtituted with a particular Regard to our 
Advantage ; this an endearing Obligation to Gra- 
titude ; but the inoft engaging Motive, is the Gift 
of an immortal Soul — Remark on the Notion of 
a great Poet —— The cultivated Garden an Image 
of a well-nurtured Mind ; Addreſs to Perſons con- 
cerned in the Education of Youth==== Flowers in the 
Bud figurative of a Niggard; Flowers in full Ex- 
panſion expreſſive of a benevolent Diſpoſition — 
The Sun- Flower ; its remarkable Attachment to the 
Sun; ſuch ſhould be our Adherence to the Saviour 
—— The Lovelineſs of blooming Flowers, compared 
with the Coarſeneſs of their Roots, give an Idea 
of the Improvements of our Bodies at the Re- 
ſurrection; this Conſideration ſhould reconeile us 
to the Thoughts of Diſſolution —— Paſſage from 
Theocritus ; the Perfections of Flowers ſoon de- 
cay ; the 1 of Complexion ſcarce more laſting 
== Inflances of the tranſitory Continuance of the 
wobleft Flowers ; the Honours of the future State 
unfading — All the Delights of the Flawery 
Seaſon paſs away ; the celeſtial Entertainments 
know no End —— Not Flowers only, but the moſt © 
durable Things in Nature, are periſhing ; their 
Felicity 
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Fulicity flable, who have Go p for their Portion 
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ei Retreat into an Arbour ; Practice of St. 
Auguſtine, Pattern for our Imitation Coolneſs 
of this ſbady Situation; the inſufferable Heat that 


rages abroad: Our Safety in all the Dangers of 


Life, and amidſt the Terrors of eternal Judgment, 
af ſheltered by the Redeemer's Protection, and in- 


tergſted in his Merits ==— The Bees; their Ingenu- 


ty; their Induftry ; ſet an Example for the Au- 
thor —— A diſtant Proſpect of the whole Scene, with 
its various Decorations, reminds the Beholder of 
Heaven; its Glories not to be deſcribed, but moſt 
paſſionately defired. * 

The Poſtſcript conſiders the moſt noble Parts of 
the Univerſe, and its moſt magnificent Phanomena, 


As the Handy-work of the bleſſed Jesvs ; that they 
may ſerve not only as moſt commodi ous Pi eces of 


Furniture for our earthly Dwelling, but alſo as 
Powerful Incentives to divine Love. 
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In a Trrren to a L "AD DT. 
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OM E time ago, my Meditations [| 
== S took a Turn among the Tombs : They - «i 
viſited the awful and melancholy ß 43 
Manſions of the Dead“: And you 
was i pleaſed to favour them with your At 
May I, now, 82 the Honour of your Company, 
P in 


a Diſcourſes on the Vanity of the Creature, | 
A which repreſent” the Barrernels of every Thing in . 


bas 


4 
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in a more inviting and delightful Excurſion? In x 
1 Plawer-Garden, where I lately walked, 


an at once regaled the Senſe, and indulged the 


Fancy. 


*T was early in a Summer-Morning; when 
the Air was cool; the Earth moiſt ; the whole 


Face of the Creation freſh and gay. The noiſy 


World was ſcarce awake. Buſineſs had not quite 
ſhook off his ſound Sleep, and Riot had but juſt 
reclined his giddy Head. All was ſerene: All 
was ſtill: Every thing tended to inſpire Tranquil- 
lity of Mind, and invite to ſerious Thought. 

OL x the wakeful Lark had left her Neſt, 
and was mounting on high, to ſalute the opening 


Day. Elevated in Air, ſhe ſeemed to call the 


laborious Husbandman to his Toil, and all her 
Fellow: Songſters to their Notes. Earlieft of 
Birds, ſaid I, Companion of the Dawn, may I 
Mare riſe at Dy 4 Voice! Riſe, to oy * Ma- 


* 


'S this World, and its beer of producing any 


« ſolid or ſubſtantial Happineſs, are uſeful. 
„ Thoſe Speculations' alſo, which ſhew the bright 
„ Side of Things, and lay forth thoſe innocent En- 
« tertainments, which are to be met with among the 
« ſeveral Objects that encompaſs us, are no leſs bare 
0 ficial.” Spect. Vol. V. Ne. 393. Upon the Plan 
of theſs Obſervations the preceding and Aral Re 
feckions art formed 
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tin-Song, and adore that beneficent Being, who 
cc maketh the Outgoings' of the Morning and 


% Evening to rejoice.” 
O!] how charming to rove abroad at this ſweet 


Hour of Prime! To enjoy the Calm of Nature, 


and taſte the unrifled Freſhnefs of the Morning. 


— What a Pleaſure do the Sons of Sloth loſe | 


Little, ſure, does the Sluggard know, how deli- 


cious an Entertainment he foregoes, for the poor- 
eſt of all Animal Gratifications, ----- Methinks, 
the Morning bluſhes, and the Skies redden with 


Shame, to ſee fo many ſupinely ſtretched on their 
drowſy Pillows. ---- Shall Man be loſt in luxuri- 


ous Eaſe ? Shall Man waſte theſe precious Hours 
in idle Slumbers? While the vigorous Sum is up, 


and going on his Maker's Errand ; while all the 
feathered Choir are hymning the Creator, and 
paying their: tht in Harmony | ? 71 

*Tis mz] 8 Man to look nd *; to 
throw his aun Glance 15 85 the . that are 
above Him. fs. 


Strait towards Heav'n my wond ring Eyes I turn' 6 | 


And gaz'd awhile the ample Sk v. 
MIL r. 


8 Os homini fublims deat, n tuer rtr 
* Jun, & eregos ad fidera tollers ond, Ovro, 


8 PRO- 


10 1 1e s 28 4 


PRO TIOIOUS Theatre! Where Lease 
Pro their Fire, and Thunders utter their Voice: 
Where Tempeſts ſpend their Rage, and Worlds 
unnumbered roll at large ----- O!] the Greatneſs 
of that mighty Hand, which meteth out this 
amazing Circumference with a Span! Ol the 
Immenſity of that wonderful Being, before whom 
this unmeaſurable Extent is no more than a Paint 
--— And O] (thou pleaſing Thought!) the un- 
"ſearchable Riches of that Merey, which is * groater 
than the Heavens; is more extenſive and unboun- 
ded in its gracious Exerciſe, than theſe illimitable 
Tracts of Air, and Sea, and Firmament; that 
pardons Crimes of the moſt enormous Size, and 
moſt horrid Aggravations; pardons them, in 
Conſideration of the Redeemer's Atonement, with 
perfect Freeneſs, and the utmoſt Readineſs! 
More readily, if it were poſſible, than this all- 
ſurrounding Expanſe admits, within its Circuit, 
2 Ridge of Mountains, or even a Grain of Sand. 

O cou hither, then, ye awakimed, trem- 
bling Sinners. Come, weary and ers Piven 
with a Senſe of your Iniquities. Condemn your- 
. ſelves. Renounce all Reliance on any thing of 
your own. Let your Truft be in the tender Mer- 

cy of God, for Ever and Ever. 
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N them hath He ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun. 
---- Behold him coming forth from the Chambers 
of the Eaſt. See, the Clouds, like floating Cur- 
tains, are thrown back at his Approach. With 
what refulgent Majeſty does he walk abroad! 
How tranſcendently bright is his Countenance, 
ſhedding Day and exhauſtleſs Light through the 
Univerfe ! -I have read of a Perſon, ſo ſtruck 
with the Splendors of this noble Luminary, that he 
imagined himfelf made on purpoſe to contemplate 
its Glories. O! that Chriſtians would adopt his 
Perſuaſion, and transfer it to the Sun of Righte- 
eufneſs'! Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be a 
chimerical Notion, and become a moſt important 
Truth. For ſure I am, it is the ſupreme Happi- 


neſs of the eternal State, and therefore may well 


be the ruling Concern of this preſent Life, to. 
« know the only true Go p, and J ESUus 
«© CHRIST, whom He hath-ſent.” ---- Nor do 
I ſtand alone in this Opinion, One of the moſt: 
unqueſtionable Judges of whatever is valuable in 


Science, or perfective of our Nature; a Judge, 


who formed his Ta/te on the Maxims of Paradiſe, 
and received the Finihings of his Education in the 
Third Heavens; this Judge determines to know 


« nothing but JE SuS CHRIST, and Him cru- 


4 cified.” He poſſeſſed, in his own Perſon, 


che 


U 
| 
# 
F 


rr — * 
* ö — N Pe, N 5 a 


25 Y 2 PO 2 
3.” IN 
Ty 


RxrLxECT1 ons on 4 
the fineſt, the moſt admired Accompliſpments; 
and..yet pronounces them no better: than Dung, 


in Compariſon of the * ſupereminent e | 


of this Me TRE: | : 

M ETH I N Ks I * a thouſand adminable 
Properties? in the Sun. Tis, certainly, the beſt 
material Emblem of the Creator. There is more 


of Ge O D. in its Luftre, E nergy, and Uſe fulneſs, 
than i in any other, viſible Being, To worſhip it 
as a Deity, was the leaſt inexcuſable of all the 
heathen Idolatries. One ſcarce can wonder, that 


fallen Reaſon ſhould. miſtake fo fair a Copy: for 


the adorable Original. No Compariſon, in the 


whole Book of ſacred Wiſdom, pleaſes me more 
than that which reſembles the bleſſed JES USö to 
vonder Regent of the Day +; who now advances. 


on his azure Road, to ſcatter an and Gladneſs 
through the Nations. | 
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WI AT were all the Realms of the World, * 
but a Dungeon of Darkneſs, without the Beams 
of the Sun? All their fine Scenes hid under Shades; 
loſt in Obſcurity. ---- In vain, we roll around our 
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+ Unto you, that fear my Name, ſhall the 270 


Righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing i in his Wings. 
w. 2. | 
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Ey es in the Midnight Gloom: In vain, we ſtrive 

to behold the Features of amiable Nature Turn 
whither we will, no Form or Comelineſs appears: 
All ſeems a dreary MWaſte; an undiſtinguiſned 
Chaos; till the returning Hours have unbarred 
the Gates of Light, and let forth the Morn. 
Then, what a Proſpect opens! The Heavens are 
paved with Azure, and ſtrewed with Roſes. A 
Variety of the livelieſt Verdures array the Plains. 
The Flowers put on a Glow of the richeſt Co- 
lours. The whole Creation ſtands forth, dreſſed 
in all the Charms of Beauty. The raviſhed 978 
looks round, and wonders. 

AND what had been the Condition of our in- 
tellectual Nature, without the great Redeemer, 
and his Divine Revelation? Alas! What abſurd 
and unworthy Apprehenſions did the Pagan 
Sages form of God! What Idle Dreams, what 
childiſh Conjeftures, were their Doctrines of a 
future State! And how did the Bull, even of that 
favoured People, the Fetus, weary themſelves in 
very Vanity, to obtain Peace and Reconciliation 
with their offended JEHovan! Till IESUs 
aroſe upon our benighted Minds, and brought 
Life and Immortality to Light; till He aroſe, << to 
* enlighten the wretched Gentiles, and to be the 
«© Glory of his People 1/-ae! /*? ---- Now, we no 
n a out, with a reſtleſs Impatience, 
B « Where 
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«© Where is Gop my Maker?” For we are 
allowed to comtemplate the Brightneſs of his Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, . in the Face 
„ of JEsUs CHnrIsT.”----Now, we no longer 
inquire, with an unſatisfied Sollicitude, Which is 
the Way to Bliſs ? Becauſe ]J Esus has marked 
the Path by his ſhining Example, and left us · an 
unerring Clze in his holy Word. - Now, we 
| have no more Reaſon to proceed with miſgiving 
Hearts, in our Journey to Eternity; or to aſk 
anxiouſly as we go, Who will roll away the 
ec Stone, and open the everlaſting Doors? Who 
will remove the flaming Sword, and give us Ad- 
miſſion into the Delights of Paradiſe ? For it is 
done, All done, by the Captain of our Salvation. 
| Sin he has expiated, by the unblemiſhed Sacrifice 
of Himfelf. The Law he has jwulfilled, by his 
perfect Obedience. The Sinner he transforms, by 
his fanctifying Sr In IT. -In a Word, He hath 
both preſented us with a clear Diſcovery of good 
| Things to come, and adminiftred to us an abun- 
dant Entrance into the final Enjoyment of them. 
 WurENEveR, therefore, we bleſs Go p for 
the circling Seaſons, and revolving Day; let us 
adore, thankfully adore Him, for the more pre- 
cious Appearance of the Sun of Righteoufneſs, and 
his glorious Goſpel; without which we ſhould 


FRO been groping to this Hour, in ſpiritual 
Darkneſs, 


FLowWwRER-GARDIZN. 9 


Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death; without 
which we muſt have been bewildered in a Maze 
of inextricable Uncertainties; and have . ſtum- 
<< bled upon the dark Mountains of Error, till 
we fell into the bottomleſs Pit of Perdition, 


WIT HOUT that grand enlivening Principle, 
What were this Earth, but a lifeleſs Maſs? A 
rude Lump of inacti us Matter? The Trees could 
never break forth into Leaves, nor the Plants 

' fpring up into Flowers, We ſhould no more be- 
hold the Meadows mantled over with Green, nor 
the Valleys fanding thick with Corn. Or, to 
ſpeak in the beautiful Language of a Prophets 
„ * No longer would the Fig-tree bloſſom, nor. 
cc Fruit be in the Vine: The Labour of the Olive 
« would fail, and the Fields could yield no 
«6 Meat: The Flocks muſt be cut off from the 
«© Fold, and there would be no Herd in the 
« Stalls.” ---- This darts its Beams among all the 
Vegetable Tribes, and paints the Spring, and en- 
riches the Autumn. This pierces to the Roots of 
the Vineyard, and the Orchard; and ſets afloat 
thoſe. fermenting Juices, which at length burſt 
into Floods of Wine, or bend the Boughs with a 
mellow Load. ---- Nor are its Favours confined 
to faves Upper — but diſtributed even unto 
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To REFLECTIONS en @ 
the deepe/t Receſſẽs of Creation. It penetrates 
the Beds of Metals, and finds its Way to * the 
<c Place of the Sapphires.” It finctures the Seeds 
of Gold, that are ripening into Ore; and throws 
a Brillianey into the Water of the Diamond, that- 
is hardening on its Rock. ---- In ſhort, the benefi- 
cial Agency of this magnificent Luminary is inex- 
preſſible. It ne and impregnates univerſal 
Nature. There is n hid from the Heat 
cc thereof. 

Js v in the came Mines: were 0 Rational 
Weld dead in Trefpaſſes and Sins, without the 


reviving Energy of JESUS CHRIST. He is 


the Reſurrection, and the Life: The all- 
powerful Cauſe of the one, and overflowing 
Fountain of the other. The Second Adam is a 

e guictening Spirit,“ and all his Saints live through 


Him. © He fines upon their AﬀeCtions ; and they 


boot forth into Heavenly Graces, and abound in 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Faith unfeigned, 
and Love undiſſembled, thoſe nobleſt Productions 
of the renewed Nature, are the Effect of his 
Operations on the Mind. Not ſo much as one 
Divine Diſpoſition could fpread itſelf, not one 
Chriſtian Habit unfold and flouriſh, "without the 
kindly Influences ow his 1g " 
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As there is no Fruitfulneſs, ſo likewiſe no 
Chearfulneſs *, without the Sun. Let that radi- 
ant Orb be eclipſed, only for a few Minutes, and 
all Nature immediately aſſumes an Air of Sadneſs : 
The Heavens put on a kind of Mourning: The 
Songſters of the Grove are ſtruck dumb: The 
Voice of Joy ceaſes : Howling Beaſts roam abroad 
for Prey: Ominous Birds come forth, and ſcreech: 
The Heart of Man fails, and a chilling Horror 
ſeizes the foreboding Mind. 80, when 
CHRIsT hides away his Face; when Faith 
loſes Sight of that Conſalution of Iſrael; Oh | how 
 ghomy are the Proſpects of the Soul]! Our God 
ſeems to be a conſuming Fire, and our Sins cry 
loudly for Vengeance. The Thoughts bleed in- 
wardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily; all without 
is irkſome ; all within is diſconſolate. ---- Lift up 
then, moſt gracious JESUS, thou nobler Day- 

ſpring from on high! O lift up, the Light of 
thy Countenance upon thy People; reveal the 
hoc of wo mediatorial Sufficiency 3 of Wy clear 
8 3 our 


The Sun, which is as the great Soul of the 
«« Univerſe, and produces all the Neceſſaries of Life, 
has a particular Influence in chearing the Mind of 
Man, and making the Heart g/ad.” Spect. Vol. V. 
No. 387. 
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our Title to this e Salvation ; ; 1 thereby 
impart _ 
What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 


IT be Soul's calm Sunſhine, and the Heart - felt 


Joy. Pope. 


I one Inſtance more, let me — the Simi- 
litude. The Sun, I obſerve, ſhoots his Beams 
every May; both backwards and forwards; to 
every Point in the Compaſs, as well as to every 
Quarter under Heaven. The Eaſt reddens with 
his riſing Radiance, and the Weſtern Hills are 
gilded with his ſtreaming Splendors. The chilly 
Regions of the North are cheared by his genial 


_ Warmth, while the Southern Tracts glow with 


his Fire. Thus, are the influences of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs diffuſive and unconfined. The 
Generations of old felt them, and Generations 


yet unborn will rejoice in them. The Merits of 


his precious Death extended to the Firſt, and will 
be propagated to the Laft, Ages of Mank ind. 


May they, ere- long, viſit the remoteſt Climates, 


and darkeſt Corners of the Earth! Command 
thy Goſpel, blefled Jes vs, thy everlaſting Goſ- 
pel, to-take the Wings of the Morning, and tra- 
vel with yonder Sun. Let it fly upon ſtrong Pi- 


= nions 9 Wen People, Na „and Lan- 


guage 3 
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" guage; that where the Heat broils, and the Cold 


freezes, Thou mayſt be known, confeſſed, and 
adored ; That Strangers to thy Name, and Ene- 
mies to thy Doctrines, may be enlighined with the 
Knowlege, and toon to the Love, of thy Truth! 
O!] may that beſt of Aras come, that wiſh'd for 
Period advance, when „ All the Ends of the 
c World ſhall remember themſelves, and be 
<< turned unto the Lo R D; and all the Kindreds 
* of the Nations worſhip before him!“ 


FROM the Heavens, we retire to the Earth. 
---- Here the Drops of Dew, like ſo many liquid 
* Cryſtals, ſparkle upon the Eye. How brilliant 
and unſullied is their Zy/fre/ How little inferior 
to the proud Stone, that irradiates a Monarch's 
Crown! They want nothing but Solidit, and 
Permanency, to equal them with the fineſt Trea- 
ſures of the Jeweller's Caſket. ---- But here, ir. 
deed, they are greatly deficient; ſhort-lived Orna- 


ments; poſſeſſed of little more than a momentary 
Radiancy. The Sun, that lights them up, will 5 


ſoon exhale them. Within another Hour, we 
may * look for their Place, and they ſhall be 
B 4 . away.“ 


'* Now Morn, her roſy Steps in th' Eaſtern Clime 
_ Advancing, ſow'd the Earth with orient Pearl, 


Mirr. 
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C away.” ---- Oh ! may every good Reſolution of 
mine, and of my Flock's; may our united 
| Breathings after Go p, not be like theſe tranſient 
Decorations of the Morning; but like the ſub/an- 
tial Glories of the growing Day! T heſe ſhine more 
and more, with augmented Splendors ; while 
thoſe, having glittered gayly for a little while, 
_ diſappear, and are loſt. 

Ho w ſenſibly has this Dew refreſhed the Ve- 
getable Kingdoms! The fervent Heat of Yeſter- 
day's Sun had almoſt parched the Face of Na- 

ture. But what a /overezgn Reſtorative are theſe 
cooling Diſtillations of the Night]! How they gladden 
and invigorate the languiſhing Herbs ! Sprinkled 
with theſe reviving Drops, their Colours deepen, 
and they aſſume a more florid Aipect. -=-= 80 
does the ever- bleſſed SPIRIT revive the droop- 
ing, troubled Conſcience of a Sinner. When that 
- Almighty Comforter ſheds his ſweet Influence on 
the Soul; diſplays the all-ſufficient Sacrifice of a 
Divine Redeemer; and “ witneſſes with our Spi- 
e rit,' that we are intergſted in the Saviour, and, 
by this means, are Children of GOD; then, 
vrhat a pleaſing Change enſues | Former Anxie- 
ties are remembred no more. The inward 
Gloom is diffipated, and every uneaſy Apprehen- 
fon vaniſhes. Soothing Hopes, and delightful 
Expectations, ſucceed, The Ceuntenause drops 


5 
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its dejected Mien; the Eyes brighten with a live- 
ly Chearfulneſs, while the Lips expreſs the 
Heart-felt Satisfaction, in the Language of 
Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Melody.---- In 
this Senſe, mercifuF Go p, be as the Dew unto 
Iſrael ! „ Pour upon them the continual Dew of 
« thy Bleſling.” And Oh] let not my Fleece 
be dry, while Heavenly TAE Ag” A cw _ 
on all around. | 

W Ho can number theſe pearly Drops ? They 
hang on every Hedge ; twinkle from every Spray; 
and adorn the whole Herbage of the Field. Not 
a Blade of Graſs, not a ſingle Leaf, but wears 
theſe watery Pendants. _ So-waft is the Profuſion, 
that it baffles the Arirhmetician's Art. ---- Here, 
let the benevolent Breaſt contemplate, with De- 
light, that emphatical Scripture, which deſcribes 
the /ncreaſe of the Meſſiah's Kingdom, from this 
elegant Similitude: The Royal Prophet, ſpeaking 
of CHRIST, and foretelling the Succeſs of his 
Religion, has this remarkable Expreſſion * The 
2 | EUs | Dew 


* Palm cx. J * 3 Mud rum. 
The moſt exact Tranſlation of this difficult Paſſage is, 
1 apprehend, as follows; Præ rome uteri aurore, tibs 
A ros juwentutis vel prolis tuæ. The Dew of thy Birth 
is larger, more copious, than the Dew which proceeds 
from the Womb of the Morning. I cannot ac- 

8 in the new Verſion; ; becauſe that disjoins 7 
1 Wamb 
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Dew of thy Birth is of the Womb: of the Morning ; 

(i _ As the PO 18 the Mother of Dews; 
| re produces 


Wank. of the. 8 * The ** of thy Birth: 
Whereas they ſeem to have a clear Affinity, and cloſe 
Connexion. The Womb of the Morning is, with 
Abundance of Elegance, applied to the Conception and 
Production of Dews; agreeably to a delicate Line, in 
that great Maſter of juſt Deſcription, and lively Paint- 
ing, Mr. T, homfon : "a 


ef be meek-ey d Morn appears, Mother of Dews, 
Summer. 


Fob, I remember, has a fine Expreſſion, that may 
ſerve to confirm this Remark, and illuſtrate the Pro- 
priety of the Phraſe uſed in this Connection: Hath 
* the Rain a Father, or who hath begotten the Drops 

* of Dew *” It ſeems, the Oriental Writers delighted 
to repreſent the Dew, as a kind of Birth, as the Off- 
ſpring of the Morning. And if fo, ſurely there could 
be no Image, in the whole Compaſs of the Univerſe, 
better adapted to the Pſalmiſt's Purpoſe; or more 
ſtrongly fignificant of thoſe Multitudes of Proſelytes, 
which were © born, not of Blood, nor of the Will of 
* the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of Gov; 
by the powerful Energy of his Word and Spirit. — 
Upon this Suppoſition, the whole Verſe es 


5 willing eee 
egracious Accompliſhments, F of Crit s Converts. 
And the vaſt Number, 

4. d. tn the Day of t Power, . 
el ſhall be publiſhed to the World, and accompanied 
_ marvellous Efficacy — In that memorable Pe- 


riod, 


Kͤ c 6 - A 
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produces them, as it were, from a proliſic Womb; 


and ſcatters them, with the moſt laviſh Abun- 


dance, 


riod, Thy People, diſcontinuing the former Oblations, 
commanded under the Mo/aic Law, ſhall devote them- 
ſelves, as ſo many living Sacrifices, to thy Honour. 
Not conſtrained by Force, but charmed with thy Ex- 
cellency, they ſhall come in Volunteers to thy Service, 
and be free-will Offerings in thy Church. — Neither 
ſhall they be © empty Vines,” or bare Profeſſors, but 
ſhall walk in all he Beauties of Holineſs, and bring 
forth ſuch amiable Fruit, as will adorn the Doctrine 


they embrace — And, what is ſtill more deſireable, 


they ſhall be as numerous, as they are willing and holy. 
Born to Thee in Numbers, even more immenſe and 


inconceivable, than the Drops of Dew, which are be- 
gotten by the Night, and iſſue from the Womb of the 
recent Morning. : . 


By this Interpretation, the Text, I think; is cleared 
of its Obſcurity ; and appears both truly ſublime, and 


perfectly juſt. 


dergo Sufferings and Death : Which, in my Opinion, is 


a Conſtruction extremely forced, and hardly ſupporta- 


ble; altogether remote from the Import of ſuch poetical 


Forms of Diction, uſual among the Eaſtern Nations. 
In thoſe ſultry Climes, nothing in the World could be 
more welcome to the Traveller, than a Brook ſtreaming” 


near 


May I be pardoned the Digreſſion, and acquitted 
from Preſumption, if, on this Occaſion, I take Leave 
to animadvert upon what ſeems harſh and unnatural, 
in the common Expoſition of the laſt Verſe of this 
Pſalm? All the Commentators (at leaſt all that J have 
had Opportunity to conſult) inform their Readers, 
That to drink of the Brook in the Way, ſignifies to un- 


m 
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dance, over all the Surface of the Earth: So ſhall 

thy Seed be, O thou everlaſting Father! By the 
425 : Preaching 


near his Paths. To lave his Feet, and quench his 
Thirſt, in the cooling Current, was one of the greateſt _ 
Refreſhments imaginable, and re-animated him to pur- 
ſue his Journey. For which Reaſon, among others, 
Brooks are a very favourite Image with the inſpired 
Penmen ; uſed to denote a Situation fertile and delight- 
Ful, or a State of Pleaſure and Satisfaction; but never, 
that I can recollect, to picture out the contrary Con- 
dition of Tribulation and Diſtreſs. 

Theater- foods, indeed, in the ſacred Writings, 
often repreſent ſome imminent Danger, or grievous 
Affliction. But then they are not 50 

Streams ſo calm, that they keep within their 
Banks, and glide quietly by the Traveller's Footſteps; 
ſo clear, that they are fit for the Way-faring Man's 
Uſe, and invite his Lips to a Draught; both which 
Notions are plainly implied in the 'Text. —'They are 
rather op — boiſterous Billows, burſting 
ver a Ship, or daſhing themſelves, with dreadful Im- 
petuoſity, upon the Shore: Or — MAW — ſweep- 
ing Inundations, that drown the neighbouring Coun- 
try, and bear down all before them. Beſides, in 
theſe Inſtances of Horror, we never find the Word — 
NU —— “ He ſhall drink;” which conveys a 
pleaſing Idea ( unleſs, when it relates to a Cup, filled 
with bitter, intoxicating, or impoiſoned Liquors; a 
Caſe quite different from that under Conſideration); 
but either — Nga which imports Terror and 
Aftoniſhment : Or elſe — Now and ny — which 
ſignify to ruſh upon; to overwhelm ; and even to bu- 

ry under the Waves. | | 


Upon 
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Preaching of thy Word, ſhall ſuch an innume- 
rable Race of regenerate Children be born unto 
Thee, and fill all Lands. Millions, Millions of 
willing Converts ſhall croud into thy Family, and. 
repleniſb thy Church; till they become like the 

| EE Stars 


Upon the whole; May not the Paſſage more pro- 
perly allude to the Influences of the Holy Get? which 
were communicated, in unmeaſurable Degrees, to our 

great High Prieſt; and were, in fact, the Cauſe of 
kis ſurmounting all Difficulties. — Theſe are fre- 
quently repreſented by Vaters; Whoſe believeth 
on Me, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of Ling 
« Waters.” And the Enjoyment of them is deſcribed 
by drinking ; He that drinketh of the Water that I 
« ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt.” ——— Then, 
the Senſe may run in this well-conneQeed and perſpi- 
cuous Manner. If it be aſked, How ſhall the Re- 
deemer be able to execute the various and important 
Offices foretold in the preceding Parts of the Pſalm ? 
the Prophet replies, He Hall - drink of the Brook in 
the Way. He ſhall not be left barely to his human 
Nature, which muſt unavoidably fink under the tre- 
mendous Work of recovering a loſt World : But thro' 
the whole Courſe of his incarnate State, through the 
whole Adminiſtration of his Mediatorial Kingdom, 
ſhall be ſupported with Omnipotent Succours. He 
ſhall drink at the Brook of 4/mighty Power, and tra- 
vel on in the Greatneſs of an ancreated Strength. — 
Therefore ſhall he lift up his Head. By this means, 
ſhall he be equal to the prodigious Taſk, and ſuperior 
to all Oppoſition. By this means, ſhall he be Ho- 
roughly ſucceſsful, in whatever he undertakes; and 
greatly triumphant over all his Enemizs. 
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Stars of Heaven, or the Sands of the Sea, for 
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Multitude ; or even as numberleſs as theſe fine 
Spangles, which now cover the Face of Nature. 

---- Behold then, ye ob/tinately Wicked, though 

you «© are not gathered, yet will the Saviour be 
ce glorious. His Deſign ſhall not miſcarry, nor 

his Labour prove abortive, tho* you render it of 
none Effect with regard to yourſelves. Think 
not, that I M MAN U EI. will want Believers, or 
Heaven Inhabitants, becauſe You continue incor- 
rigible. No; the Lamb that was ſlain, will <4 ſee 
& of the Travail of his Soul, and be fatisfied,”” 
in a never-failing Series of faithful People below, 
and an immenſe Choir of glorified Saints above ; 
who ſhall form his Retinue, and ſurround his 
Throne, in ſhining and triumphant Armies, ſuch 
as no Mancan . 


H ERE I was begiuded of the various Expedi- 
ents which Providence, unſearchably wiſe, uſes, 


to frufify both the material and intellectual 


World.----Sometimes, you ſhall have :mpetuons 
and heavy Showers, burſting from the angry 
Clouds. They laſh the Plains, and make the 

Rivers foam. A Storm brings them, and a De- 
luge follows them.----- At other Times, theſe 


gentle Dews are formed in the ſerene Evening 


Air: They ſteal down by ſoft Degrees, and with 
inſenſible 
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inſenſible Stilneſs ; ſo ſubtle, that they deceive the 
niceſt Eye; fo ſilent, that they eſcape the moſt 
delicate Ear. Vet theſe very different Operations 
congir in the ſame beneficial' End, and impart 

Feritlity to the Lap of Nature.----So ſome, have 
I known, reclaimed from the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs by violent and ſevere Means: The 
addreſſed their ſtubborn Hearts, as he 
addreſſed the 7f-achtes at Sinai, with Lightning 
in his Eyes, and Thunder in his Voice. The 
Mind, ſmit with a Senſe of Guilt, and apprehen- 
five of eternal Vengeance, trembled through all 
her Powers; juſt as that ſtrong Mountain-tottered 
to its Centre. Pangs and Agonies preceded their 
New Birth. They travailed in Pain, and were 
reduced to: the foreſt Extremities, before they 
found Reſt to their Souls. Others have been 
recovered from a vain Converſation, by M/#thods 
more mild and attractive. The Father of Spirits 
applied Himſelf to their tender Conſciences, in 
cc A ſtill and fmall Voice.” His Grace came 
theſe ſoftening Drops, that now water the Earth. 
The Kingdom of Go p took place in their Hearts, 
without Noiſe or Obſervation. They paſſed from 
Death unto Life, from a carnal to a regenerate 
State, by almoſt imperceptible Advances. The 
Tranſition ſeemed like the Growth of the Corn, 
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very viſible, when effected, though ſearce ſenſible, 


while accompliſhing.----O Thou Author and Fi- 
niſher of our Faith, recal us from our Wanderings, 
and reunite us to Thyſelf! Whether Thou alarm 
us with thy Terrors, or allure us with: thy Smiles; 
whether thou drive us with the Scourges of Con- 
viction, or draw us with the Cords of Love; let 

us, in any wiſe, return to Ih. 
our ee e 37 L hou art- our 7 
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Terrace, and take one Survey of the neighbour- 
ing Country. O] What a Proſpect ruſhes up- 
on my Sight! How vaſt ; how various; how 
< full and plenteous with. all manner of Store! 
Nature s whole Wealth !---- What a rich and in- 
exhauſtible Magazine is here, furniſhing Subſiſt- 
ence for every Creature! Methinks, I read, in 
theſe ſpacious Volumes, a moſt lively Comment, 


upon that noble Celebration of the Divine Bene- 


ficence; He apeneth his Hand, and * nd 
Things living with-Plenteouſneſs. | 


| Theſe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Gil,” a 


Almighty ! Thine this univerſal Frame, 
Thus wond'rous fair ! 1 Thy Jef how 20ondro1s 
Je TOO e MIT. 
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Ta E Firlds; fe rin FRI hat 
Afandthick, with Corn. They expand the Milky 


Gain to the Sun, in order to receive from his 


Beams a more firm Conſiſtence, and à golden 
Hue; chat they may be qualified to fill the Huſ- 
Hatinan's ares Walt Plenty,” hong wer 07 
Gladneſs, 202 102 POE e e 
oN DE R lie me Meads; Imosched Ss A 
perfect Level; decorated with an Embroidery of 
the gayeſt Flowers; and loaded' with * ſpontaneous 
Crops of Herbage ; ; which, converted into Hay, 


will prove a moſt comthodious[Proviſion for the 


Batreqnefs' bf Winter; will ſupply with Fodder 
bur ſerviceable Arnie, when all tlie Verdure of 
the Plains is Killed by 'Froſts, or buried in'Snows. 
A Winding: Nor li glides along the flowery 
Margin, and receives the Image of the bending 
Skies, and waters the Roots of many a branching 
Willow. Tis ſtocked; no doubt, with Variety 
of Krb, that afford à ſolitary Diverſion es the 
Angler, and nouriſh for his Table a delicious 
Freęat. Nor is it the only Merit of this liquid 
Aare to maintain cle . Nations 3 it t alſo 
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carries Cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes Fruitfulneſt, 

where-ever it rolls the cryſtal Current. 
THe Paſtures, with their verdant Mounds, 

chequer the Proſpect, and prepare a ſtanding Ræ- 

paſt for our Cattle. There, our Oxen are 

« made ſtrong to labour, and our Sheep bring 


« forth Thouſands, and Tenthoulands,”, There, 


the Horſe acquires Vigour, for the Diſpatch of 
our Buſineſs, and | Speed to expedite our Journeys. 


From thence, the Line bring home their Udders 
diſtended with one of the richeſt and healthieſt 
Liquors in the World. 


Os ſeveral Spots, a Grove of Trees, like fome 
grand Colonnade,, erects its towering Head. Every 


one projects a friendly Shade for the Beaſts, and 
creates a hoſpitable Lodging, for the Birds, Every 
one ſtands ready to ſurniſh Timber for a Palace, 
or Mgſit for a Navy; or, with a more conde- 
ſcending Courteſy, Fuel, for our Hearths. 
One of them feems skirted with a wild. unculti- 


vated Heath; which, like well: Aiſpoſed Shades i in 


Painting, throws an additional Luſtre on the 
more ornamented Parts of che Landſchape, Nor 
is its Uſefulneſs, like that of a Foil, relative only, 
but real. There, ſeveral valuable Creatures are 


produced and accommodated, without any Ex- 


pence or Care of ours. There, likewife; ſpring 


abundance of thoſe Herbs, which aſſuage the 
Smart 


„bn err r 
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Smart of our Winds, and allay the fiery Tumults | 
of the Fever ; which impart Floridity to our cix- 
culating Fluids; add 2 mare vigorous Tone to 
cur active Solids ; and, thereby, repair the De- 
cays of our enfeebled Conſtitutions. 

N ARE R the Houſes, one perceives a * 
ous Spread of. Branches ; ; not ſo ſtately as the Oaks, 
but more amiable for their annual Seryices. A 
little while ago, I beheld them; and all was one 
beauteous, boundleſs Waſte of Bloſſoms, The 
Eye marvelled at the lovely Sight, and the 1 
rejoiced in the Proſpect of autumnal Plenty. 
now the blooming Maid is reſigned for the Eng 
Matron : The Flower is fallen, and the Fruit 

ſwells: out on every Twig, ---- Breathe oft, ye 
Winds! O! ſpare the tender F. ruitage, ye ſurly 
Blaſts ! Let the. Pear-trege ſuckle her juicy Pro- 
geny, till they drop j into. our Hands, and diſſolve 
in our Mouth. ed the Plum N unmoleſted 


A as for the Apples, that 4076 See of 
our Orchards, let no injurious Shocks precipitate 
them immaturely to the Ground ; till revolving 
Suns have tinged'them with a ruddy Complexion, 
and concocted them into an exquiſite Flavour. 
Then, what innumerable Clatles, of what bur- 
3 Rinds, and what delightful Reliſhes, will 

SE 2 - repleniſh 


F rom thence Induſtry may draw her Implemeitts, 


ments 'of potter ne we W 
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Zepleniſh the Store rom! Some, to preſent. us 
Wil an early Entertainnient,. a and refreſh | our 
Palates, amidſt the ſultry Heats : Some, to bor- 
row Ripeneſs from the falling Shows, and carry 
Autumn into tlie Depths of Winter ; Some, to 
adorn the Salver, make A Part of the Deſſert, 
and give” an agreeable '®"Clofe to our PFeafts : 
Others, to fill our Vats with a foaming Flood 3 | 
Which, mellow ed by Age, may ſparkle in the 
Glass, with a Livelineſs and Delicacy, little i in- 
fer: or to the Blood of the Grape. 
Ar a Diſtance, one defcries the mighty Fi. tt: 
They heave their huge Ridges among the Clouds, 


and lock like the Barriers of Kingdoms, and 


Boundaries of Nature. Bare and deformed as 
thelr Surface may appear, their Bowels are fraught 


with in ward Treaſures; Treaſures, lodged faſt 


in the Quarries, or ſunk deep in the Mines. 


to plow the Soil,” to reap the Grain, and pro- 


cute eyery neceſſary. Convenience. From thence 


Art may fetch her Materials, to rear the Dome, 
to ſwell the Organ, and form the nobleſt Orna- 
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O another Side, the great Deep terminat s 
the View. There go the Ships: There is that 
Leviathan :” And there, in that World of Wa- 
ters, an inconceivable Number of Animals have 
their Habitation. This is the capacious'Ciftern 
of the Univerſe, that admits; as into à Receptacle, 
and diſtributes, as from à Reſervoir, whatever 
waters the whole Globe. There's not a Foun- 
tain that guſhes in the unfrequented Deſert, nor 
a* Rivulet- that flows in the remateſt Continent, 
nor a. Cloud that ſwims. in the Regions of the 
Firmament, but is: fed by this all- repleniſhing 
Source. ---- The Ocean is the grand Vehicle. of 
Trade, and the Uniter of diſtant Nations: To 
us it is peculiarly kind, not only as it wafts into 
our Ports the Harveſt of every Climate; renders 
our Iſland the Centre of Traffick; birt alſo as it 
ſecures us from foreign Invaſions, * 2; fork of 
een Entrenchment Nez 
| C3. A | Mz- 


* 
. 4 


= "A vas the Sea. Nahum iii. 8. 


I hope, this ttle Excurfien into the Country will 
not be loqked upon as à Departure from my Subject; 
becauſe 3 rural View, though no eſſential Part of a 
Garden, is yet neceſfary to complete its Beauty. 
As 2 is the moſt valuable Propetty that can 
attend any Production, this is the fan cre chiefly 
touched upon in the Survey of the Landſchape. Though | 
*rgxy Piece of this N And gs i 
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- ME THINK s, the View of this profuſe Mu- 
niſicence inſpires a ſecret Delight, and kindles a 
difintere/ted Guod-will. -:4 While the << little Hills 
lap their Hands, and the luxuriant . Valleys 
«. augh and ſing, who can forbear catching the 
general Joy? Who is not touched with lively 
Senſations of Pleaſure ? ---- While the everlaſting 
Father is ſcattering Bleffings through his whole 
Family, and crowning the Year with his Good- 
neſs, who does not feel his Breaſt overflowin E 
with a diffuſive Benevolence? My Heart, I 
muſt confeſs, beats high with Satisfaction, and 
| breathes out congratulatory Wiſhes upon all the 
Tenants of theſe rural Abodes: Peace be with- 
<« in your Walls, as well as Plenteouſneſs around 
«your Dwellings.” Live, ye highly favoured ; 
live ſenſible of your Benefits, and thankful to 
your Benefactor. Look round upon theſe prodi- 
giouſly large Incomes of the fruitful Soil, and 
call * 1 you have free Leave) all your own. 

r ing acre, TONY 
caſt in the moſt * Mola ; yet othing is catculated 
merely for Shew and Parade. You fee nothing form- 
ed in the Taſte of the oftentatious Obeliſk, or infig- 
nificant Pomp of the Fyramid. No ſuch idle Expen- 
ces were admitted into that conſummate Plan, which 
regulated the Structure of the Univerſe. All the De- 


corations of Nature are no leſs advantagecus, than 


ornamental; ſuch as ſpeak the Maker infinitely bene- 
ficent, as well as „ magnikcent. 
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Only let me remind you of one very impor- 
tant Track Let me ſuggeſt, and may you never 
forget, That you are be to CHRIS T JESUs 
for every one of theſe Accommodations, which 
ſpring from the aN Earth, and * Skies: 
For, 
"ml Cuts +: * made them, when they were 
not. ---- He fetched them up from utter Darkneſs, 
and gave them both their Being, and their Beauty, 
He created the Materials of which they are com- 
poſed, and moulded them into this endleſs Mul- 
tiplicity of amiable Forms, and uſeful Subſtances. 
He arrayed the Heavens with a Veſture of the 
mildeſt Blue, and cloathed the Earth in a Livery 
of the gayeſt Green: His Pencil ſtreaked, and 
his Breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or 
fragrant in the Univerſe. His Strength ſet faſt the 
Mountains; His Goodneſs garniſhed the Vales; 
and the ſame Touch that healed the Leper, wrought 
the whole viſible 9 88 into this complete Per- 
* MT 


0 4 2. Cunier 


"20 Wen 1 aſcribe the Work of Creation to the 
Son, I am far, very far, from offering to exclude the 
eternal FA r HE R, and cver-bleſſed 8 p11 T, from 
the ſame Honour, The Acis of thoſe . 

"I glorious Perſons are, lik- ber Eſſence, ndivide 
and one. But I'chooſe to fiat: the Important, Point 
in 
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- ME THINK 5, the View of this profuſe Mu- 
niſicence inſpires a ſecret Delight, and kindles a 


diſintergſted Guod-tuill. While the little Hills 
66. clap their Hands, and the luxuriant . Valleys 


laugh and ſing, who can forbear catching the 
general Joy? Who is not touched with lively 


Senſations of Pleaſure ? ---- While the everlaſting, 
Father is ſcattering Bleſſings through his whole 
Family, and crowning the Year with his Good- 
neſs, who does not feel his Breaſt overflowin g 
with a diffuſive Benevolence? My Heart, I 
muſt confeſs, beats high with Satisfaction, and 


breathes out congratulatory Wiſhes upon all the 


Tenants of theſe rural Abodes: Peace be with- 
«in your Walls, as well as Plenteouſneſs. around 
c your Dwellings.” Live, ye highly favoured ; 


live ' ſenſible of your Benefits, and thankful to 


your BenefaQtor. Lock round upon theſe prodi- 
giouſly large Incomes of the fruitful Soil, and 
call * 1 * have free Leave) all your own. 
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caltini the moſt * Mola; ; yet ad is etentated 

merely for Shew and Parade. You fee nothing form- 
ed in the Taſte of the oſtentatious Obeliſk, or inſig- 
nificant Pomp of the Pyramid. No ſuch idle Expen- 
ces were admitted into that conſummate Plan, which 
regulated the Structure of the Univerſe. All the De- 


corations of Nature are no leſs advantageou, than 
ornamental; ſuch as ſpeak the Maker infinitely bene- 
ficent, as well as incomparably WASWLCEnt, 
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only let me remind you of one very impor- 
tant Truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may you never 
forget, That you are bg to CHRIS T JESsUus 
for every one of theſe Accommodations, which 
ſpring: from the AY Earth, and Imiling Skies: 
For, 
. Outs od made them, when they were 
not. He fetched them up from utter Darkneſs, 
and gave them both their Being, and their Beauty, 
He created the Materials of which they are com- 
poſed, and moulded them into this endleſs Mul- 
tiplicity of amiable Forms, and uſeful Subſtances. 
He arrayed the Heavens with a Veſture of the 
mildeſt Blue, and cloathed the Earth in a Livery 
of the gayeſt Green: His Pencil ſtreaked, and 
his Breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or 
fragrant in the Univerſe. His Strength ſet faſt the 
Mountains; His Goodneſs garniſhed the Vales ; 
and the Eme Touch that healed the Leper, wrought 
the whole viſible — into this complete Fer- 
* „ 
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* Whet 1 aide the Work of Creation to the 
Sox, I am far, very far, from offering to exclude the 
eternal FATHBR, and cver-bleſſed Sy1x1 7, from 
the ſame Honour. The Acts of thoſe inconceivabl 
_ glorious Perſons are, like iber Eſſence, undiwidel 
and one. But I chooſe to Lat: the important Point 
in 


2. CHRIS recavered them, when they were 
forfeited, ---- By. Adam's Sin welaſt our Right to 
the Comforts of Life, and Fruits of the Ground: 
His Diſobedience was the moſt impious and horrid 


Treaſon, againſt the K1 NG of Kings. Conſe- 
quently, his whole Patrimony became confiſcated ; 3 


as * he: ©. Norton. of en n Things, 
77 c b ſettled 


in this 8 becauſs This: is * Ede Dade 
of the New Teſtament; the - expreſs Belief of ou 
Church; anda moſt noble Peculiarity of the Gofpel 
' Revelation. < I chooſe it alſo; becauſe I would 
take every Opportunity of Senne and celebrate- 
ing the Divinity of the RRE DEEM ER: A Tru 
that imparts an unutterable Dignity td Chriſtianity : 
A Truth, which lays a moſt ine bk Foundation 
for all the — Hopes of a Chriſtian: 
Truth, which will render the Myſtery of eur Re- 
demption. the Wonder and Delight of Eternity: 
And with this Truth, every one will obſerve, in I my 
"Aﬀertion.i is inſeparably connecten. 

If any one queſtions, whether this be due Doctrie 
of our Church, let the Creed, which we repeat in all 
our more ſolemn Devotions, determine his Doubt. 

I believe,” ſays that Form of ſound Words, in 
« one Lord JESUS CuRtsrT, very Gop of 
very Go D, by whom all Things auere made. 

If it be farther inquired, From whence the V cene 

Fathers derived this Article of their Faith? I anſwer; 

From the Writings of the beloved Diſciple, who lay 

on the Saviour's Boſom, and of that great Apoſtle, 

- who was caught up into the Third Heaven. 
Jon i. 3. Cole. i. 16. 
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ſettled upon the human Race during their Mino- 
rity, as that everlaſting Heritage reſerved for their 

Enjoyment, Ns 8 fulb Age. 
But the Seed of the Woman,” inſtantly inter- 
poſing, took off the pen nl and nedeomed tha 
alienated: Inheritance. The Firſt-Adam being 
diſinherited,, the Second Adam * was appointed 
Heir e Al Things, viſible; as well as inviſble 2 
And We hold our aun te: 099,109) 


* Heb. i. 8 this ver” eee is _ 
Saviour of all Men. The former and latter Rain, 
the precious Fruits of the Earth, Food to eat, and 
Raiment to put on, all theſe He purchaſed even 
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for his irreclaimable Enemies, They eat of his Bread, 


who ift up their Heel againſt, n 
We learn from PCs, in what a  pecutiar and en- 
ang Light the is to comtemplate the 
Things that are ſeen. Heatbent might diſcover. am 
eternal Power and infinite Wiſdom in the Structure of 
the Univerſe: Heathens might acknowlege a moſt 
ſtupendous Liberality, in the unreſerved Grant of 
the whole Fabrice, with all its Furniture, to the Ser- 
vice of Man. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in 
mind his Forfeiture of chem, and the Price paid to 
redeem them. He ſhould receive theſe Gifts of in- 
dulgent Providence, as the Maelktes received the 
Law, from the Hand of a Mediator: Or rather, To 
Him they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the 
Stores of an unbounded Bounty, but ſwimming (as 
it were) in that crimſon Tide, Whieh N from 
Iu Mu ANV EIL's Veins, | : 
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32 REeyLECTIONS % 4 
expect an Inſtatementinthe other, putely by virtus 
of our Alliance to Him, and our Union with Him. 
* En as r belt them; which would other- 
wite' tunable into Ruin. <->. By Him, ſays the 
Oracle of Inſpiration, all Things conſt *. His 
Finger rolls che Seaſons round, and preſides over 
all the celeſtial Revolutions. His Fi inger winds 
up the Wheels, and impels every Spring of Ve- 
getative Nature. In a Word, the whole Weight 
of the Creation reſts upon his mighty Arm, and 
receives the whole Harmony of its Motion from 
his unerring Eye. ---- This habitable Globe, with 
all its rich Appendages, and fine Machinery, 
could no more continue, than they could create 
themſelves. Start they would into inſtant Con- 
fuſion, or drop into their primitive Nothing, did 
not his Power ſupport, and. his Wiſdom regulate 
mare ear te Moment. | In vn to his 
7 te 
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* Ei 4. 17. 7 el beds St. Cri om 
pertinent and beautiful Note, upon the Paſſage; by 
ich it will: appear, that the Sentiment of theſe 
jections is not merely a private Opinion, but tha, 
avowed. Belief of the Primitive Church. Tere, 
ſays the eloquent Father, eig avToy xe! n 
,L uw αν,σj H auTO» ae en T's An OV TS 
6g 70 e FAY HY, LAKE Kel , , AUTH. 
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Will, they ſubſiſt Redfaſt and invariable in their 
Orders; and wait only for his ſovereign Nod, to 
cc fall away like Water, that runneth apace;”? - 
4. CHRIST “* adhuates them, which, would 
otherwiſe be lifeleſs and inſignificant- Penſioners 
they are; conſtant Penſioners on his Bounty, and 
borrow their Al from his Fulneſs. He only has 
Lie; and whatever operates, operates by an 
Emanation from his All- ſufficiency. Does the 
Grape refreſh you with its enlivening quices? Ie 
is by a Warrant received, and Virtue: derived 
from the Redeemer. Does Bread bet. 2 
your Heart, and prove the Staff of your Life ? 
Remember, that it is by the Saviour's Appoinit- 
1125 and through the Efficacy of his Opera- 
tion.” Fou are charmed with 7 Melody, when 
the Time of ſinging of Birds is come and 
« Voice of the Nightingale is had" in your” 
« Land.” You taſte his Goodneſs in the luſci- 
on 7M ge "Ee i Peach, and the 1 Fla- 
vour 
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* N . 1 OP 3 Faces n babar r 1 
„ L exert that unremitting and unwearied 
„Which is the Life of the Creation. Er, 
the Words are paraphraſed by a maſter] Expoſitor, , 
who has illuſtrated the Life of our bleſſed Lo x b, in 
the moſt elegant Taſte of Criticiſm, with the moſt 
amiable Spirit of Devotion, and without any Mixture 
of the malignant Leaven, or low a of a 
Party. See the Family Expoſitor, Vol. I. Set. 47. 
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vour of the Apricot. You ſmell his Sweetneſs 
in the operũng Honeyſuckle, and every odorife- 
rous Shrub. Could theſe Creatures ſpeak for 
themfelves; they would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all 
Sufficiency of their own, and aſcribe the whole 
Honour to their Maker. «© We are Servants,” 
would they ſay, of HI M, who died for you- 
<«: Ciſttrm only, dry Ciſterns in ourſelves, we 
< tranſit to Mortals no more than the uncre- 
<« ated Fountain transfuſes into us. Think not» 
« 'thit from any Ability of our own, we Aan 
ce, you with Aſſiſtance, or adminiſter to your 
cc << pins, Energy alone, that works in us, and does 
you Good. We ſerve you, O ye Sons of 
10 1 0 that you may /ove Him, who placed ug, 
« in theſe 1 O! love the Lo R, there - 
46 fore, all e who are ſupported by our. Mini- 
« ftry; or elle we ſhall * groan with Indignation, 
« and Regret, at your Abuſe of our Services. 
60 Uſe us, and welcome ; for we are yours, if 
4 ye are CHRIS Tr's. Crop our choiceſt Beau- 
<« ties ; riſle all our Treaſures; accommodate 
ce: yourfelyes: with our moſt Aalunbde Qualities: ,. 
« only let us be Incentives to Gratitude, and 
« Metives to nee, 
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- oth an elaine rr 2 21 10 3294 
"Rats No. 22551 the ſoncidas by, and ſent 
ja Glance: round the inferior Creation ; tis time 
to deſcend from this Eminence, and confine my 
Attention to the beautiful Spot below. Here 
Nature always pleaſing, every where lovely, ap- 
pears with-. peculiar Attractions. V onder, the 
ſeems dreſſed in, her Meſbabille j grandʒ but ir- 
regular. Here, ſhe: calls in her Handmaid Art; 
and ſhines in all the delicate Ornaments, that the 
niceſt Cultivation! can convey. T hoſe are her 
common. Apartments, where ſhe lodges | her 7 
Gueſts: This is her Cabinet of Ci 
ſhe entertains her intimate A ee B 5 
Eye ſhall often expatiate over thoſe Scenes of 
verſa} Fertility: My Feet ſhall ſometimes brufn 
thro' the Thicket, or traverſe the Lawn, or ſtroll 
along the Foreſt Glade : But to this delightful Re- 
treat ſhall be my chief Reſort. Thither will hy 
make Excur fions'y but Here will Twill, - 

Ir from my low Procedure, I may Fn an 
 Allofion to the moſt exalted Practices, I would 
obſerve, upon this Occaſion, That the celebrated 
Eraſmus,” and our judicious Locke,” having trod 
the Circle of the Sciences, and ranged thro' the 

whole Extent of human Literature, at length be- 
took themſelves ſolely to the Bible. Leaving the 
Sages of Antiquity, they fat inceffantly at, the 
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Feet of JESUS: Wiſely they withdrew from 
that immenſe Multiplicity of Learning; from 
Hhoſecendleſs: Tracts of amuſing Erudition, where 
Hoxious Weeds are mixed with wholſome Herbs ; 
where is generally a much larger Growth of 
prickly Shtubs, than of fruitful Boughs : They 
ent their moſtematùre Hours in thoſe hallowed 
Gardens; which GDS ben Wiſdom planted; 


wich Gon' sldwn Spirit watereth; and in which 


Gon's awn San is continually walking: Where 
He meeteth thoſe that ſeek Him, and revealeth 
to them the Glories of bis Perſon, 2720 0 N 
of his Goodneis. inen 

Tus would 16 Gnith-the et FI a 
Days; Having had a Taſte of the politer Studies; 
may L devote my future Application to the lively 

Oracles From other Purſuits, one may glean 
ſome Fragments of ſpecious Inſtruction: From 
this I truſt to reap. a Harvęſt of the ſublimeſt 
Truths, the nobleſt Improvements, and the pureſt 
Joys: 5 Watt me then, Oi waft my Mind, 
to Sionis conſerrated Bowers. Let my Thoughts 
perpetually rove through the awfully- pleaſing 
Walks of Inſpiration. Here grow thoſe Heaven- 
born Plants, the Trees of Life and Nnotulege; 
n en Wan we now ou: takt, and 
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« eat, and live forever.” Here flow thoſe pres 
cious Streams of Grace and Righteouſneſs; whoſe 
living Waters < whoſoever : drinks; fhall thirſt 
% no more.“ And what can the Fables of Grecian 
Song, or the fineſt Pages of Roman Eloquence 
What can, they exhibit in any Degree, compa- 
rable to theſe, matchleſs, Prerogatives of -Revela- 
tion ? ---= Therefore, though Ifhould! not dillike 
to pay a Yiſitnow-and-then to my Heathen Ma- 

ters, I would live with the Prophets: and Apbfflis. 
With the one I would carry on ſome occaſional 

Correſpondence; but the others ſhould be my 

 Boſom- Friends, my inſeparable Wrede 

5 my Delight, a = eie rv 0 


WI A T 3 are 1 85 Ps 3 | 
falute my Noſtriis? They are the Breath of the 
Flowers; the Incenſe. of the Garden. How 
liberally does the Jeſſamine diſpenſe her odorife- 
rous Riches ! Ho deliciouſly has the Woodbine 
imbalmed this Morning-walk! The Air is all 
Perfume. - And is not this another moſt en- 
gaging Argument, to forfake the Bed of Sloth ? 
Who would lie diffolved in ſenſeleſs Slumbers, 
while ſo many breathing Sweets invite him to a 
Feaſt of Fragrancy? Eſpecially conſidering, That 
the advancing Day will exhale the volatile Dain- 
- ben A fugitive Treat they are, prepared w_ 
815 or 
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for; the Wakeful and Induſtrious: Whereas 
when the Sluggard lifts his heavy Eyes, the 
Flowerswill-droop ; their ine Scents be diſſipated; 
and, inſtead of this refreſhing Humility, the Air 


vill become a kind of liquid Fire. 
Wr this very Motive, heightened by A 


Repreſentation of the moſt charming Pieces of 


Morning Scenery, the Parent of Mankind awakes 


his lovely Conſort. There is ſuck a Dzlicacy in 


che Choice, and ſo much Zife in the Deſctiption, 


of :theſe rural Images, that I cannot excuſe my- 


ſelf, without repeating the whole Paflage. Gone 
Whiſper it, ſome friendly Genius, in the Ear of 
every one, [that ĩs now funk. in Sleep, 2 to 
all theſe none * [ 
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"Cells you : Ye loſe the Prime, to mark how fprin "g _ 
. The tended Plants, haw blows the citren Grove; 
] but drops the Myrrb, and what the balmy __ 

Heu Nature paints her Colours; how the Ble 
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* w delightful i is this ans 7 Tet is:diftei- 
ee the niceſt Proportion; neither: ſotrong, 
25 td "oY the Organs; nor fo faint, as to elude 

them. We oſten fit cloyed and ſated at a ſump - 
: tuous 


FLOWER- GARDEN. 39 
tuous Banquet; but This Pleaſure never loſes its 
Poi gnancy, never palls the Appeti Here 
Luxury itſelf is innocent and reſined; or rather, 
in this Caſe, Indulgence is incapable of Exceſs. 
This balmy Entertainment not only regales the 
Senſe, but * chears the very Soul; and, inſtead 
of clogging, elates its Powers. ----It puts me in 
mind of that ever-memorable Sacrifice, which 
was once made in behalf of offending Mortals. 1 
mean the Sacrifice f the Bleſſed JESUS, when 
He offered up Himſelf to Gop, for a ſweet- 
ſmelling Savour. For ſuch the Holy Spirit 
ſtiles that wonderful Oblation; as if no Image 
in the whole ſenſible Creation was ſo proper to 
give us an Idea of the ine fuble Satisfaction, which 
the Father of Mercies conceived from that un- 
parallel'd Atonement, as the pleaſing Senſations, 
| which ſuch rich, Perfumes are capable of raiſing. 

x Thouſands, of Rams, and Ten thouſands of 
6 1 of Oil, from an apoſtate World; 
the moſt ſubmiſfiy e Acknowlegements, . added to 
the, .moſt coſtiy Offerings, from Men of defiled 
Hands, and unclean Lips; What could they 
have effected? A Prophet introduces the High 
66 and Lofty One, that inhabiteth Eternity,” 
turning. Himfelf away from ſuch filthy Rags; 
| ES Himſelf away, with a FA Abhor- 
bs els wing? bei gcadlis to % Lence, 
20 2 — rale ele the Heart. 


Prov. xxvii. 9. 
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rence, as from the noiſome Steams of a Dunghil, | 
----But in CHRIS T's immaculate Holinefs, in 
CHRIS T's conſummate Obedience; in COHRTST's 
moſt precious Blood-ſhedding, O !- with what 
enimaginable Complacency, does Juſtice reft 
fatisfied, and Vengeance acquieſce f All thy 
Works, O Thou Surety for ruined Sinners ! all 
thy. Sufferings, O Thou flaughtered' Lamb of 
Gop | as well as all thy Garments, O Thou 


Bridegroom of thy Church! * ſmell of  Myrrh, 


Hloes, and Caſſia ! They are infinitely more 
grateſul to the Eternal Godhead, than the choiceſt 
Exhalations of the Garden, than all the Odours 
of the ſpicy Eaſt, can be to our Noſftril 

As the Altar of old ſanctiſied the Gift, fo this 
is the great Propitiation, which recommends the 
obnoxious Perſons, and unprofitable Services, of 
the believing World. In this may my Soul be in- 
tereſted ! By this may it be reconciled to the Fa- 
ther !---- There is ſuch a leprous Depravity cleav- 
ing to my Nature, as pollutes whatever T per- 


form. My moſt profound Adorations, and fin- 


dereſt Acts of Religion, muſt not preſtinie to 
challenge a Reward, but humbly implore F orgive- 


neſs Xi Renouncing, therefore, M yielf i in every 


Inſtance 

- —— .* Pſalm xly. 9. + 11 
95 B A Writer * 'dſigaitd goperiariy ls ad- 
1 201 5m hes T Gor 30095 1 Urbſles 
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Inſtance of Duty; diſclaiming all Shadow of 
Confidence in any Deeds of my own; may I 


now and evermore be accepted through the Be- 
loved ! 


 WHrar Colours, what charming Colours, are 
here! Theſe ſo nobly Bold, and Thoſe ſo deli- 
cately languid. What a Gloto is enkindled in 
ſome ] What a Gloſs ſhines upon others ! In one, 
methinks, I ſee the Ruby, with her bleeding 
Radiance ; in another, the Sapphire, with her 
Sky- tinctured Blue; in all, ſuch an exquiſite 
Richneſs of Dyes, as no other Set of Paintings 
in the Univerſe can boaſt *. With what a 

Maſterly 


Arefſes t the great Obſerver of Actions, and Searcher of 
Hearts; and vindicates my Sentiments, while he ſo 
_ juſtly and beautifully utters his own ; 


Look down, great G o p, with Pity's ſofteſt Eye, 

On a poor breathing Particle in Duſt. 

His Crimes forgive ; forgive his Virtues too, 

Thoſe 1 Faults, half Conwerts to the Right. 
Night-Thoughts. No. 9. 


Who can paint 

Like Nature? Can Imagination boaſt, 

Amid his gay Creation, Hues like theſe ? | 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs Skill, 
And lay them on ſo delicately fine, 

And loſe them in each other, as appears | 
In ev'ry Bud that blows? : 
D 2 7 hone. spring. 
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Maſterly Sill is every one of the varying Tints 
diſpoſæed Here, they ſeem to be thrown on with 
an eafy Daſh of Security and Freedom; there, 
they are adjuſted by the nice/? Touches of Art and 
Accuracy. Thoſe which form the Ground, are 
always ſo judiciouſly choſen, as to heighten the 
Luſtre of the fuperadded Figures ; while the 
Verdure of the Impalement, or the Shadings of 
the Foliage, impart new Livelineſs to the whole. 
Indeed, whether they are blended or arranged, 
ſoftened or contraſted, they are manifeſtly under 
the Conduct of a Taſte, that never miſtakes ; 
a Felicity, that never falls ſhort of the very Per- 
fection of Elegance.---- How inimitably fine is 
the Texture of the Web, on which theſe ſhining 
Treaſures are diſplayed ! What are the Labours 
of the Per/ian Looms, or the boaſted Commodi- 
ties of Bruſſels, compared with theſe curious Ma- 
nufactures of Nature? Compared with theſe, 
the moſt admired Chintſes would loſe their Re- 
putation ; even ſuperfine Cambricks appear coarſe 
as Canvas in their Preſence. 

Waar a chearing Argument does our Sa- 
viour derive from hence, to ſtrengthen our Afrance 
in Gop! He directs us to learn a Leſſon of 
Heaven-depending Faith, from every Bird that 

| Bi! wings the Air, and from every Flower that 

11 a | bloſſoms i in the Field. If Providence, with un- 

1 | 20 8 | remitted 
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remitted Care, ſupports thoſe inferior Creatures; 
and arrays theſe inſenſible Beings, with ſo much 
Splendor; ſurely, He will in no wiſe with-hold 
from his elect Children, Bread to eat, and 
% Raiment to put on.“ -O ye faithful Followers 
of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low Anxiety, relate- 
ing to the needful Suſfenance of Life. He that 
feeds the Ravens, from an inexhauſtible Maga- 
zine ; He that paints the Plants, with ſuch ſur- 
paſſing Elegance; in ſhort, He that provides ſo 


liberally, both for the animal and vegetable Parts 


of His Creation, will not, cannot, negle& His 
own People. Fear not, little Flock,“ ye pecu- 
liar Objects of Almighty Love! it is your Fa- 
c ther's good Pleaſure to give you a Kingdom.“ 
And if He freely give you an everlaſting King- 
dom hereafter, He will certainly allow you all 
wellen Conveniencies here. 


ONE cannot forbear reflecting, in this Place, 
on the too prevailing Humour of being fond and 
oftentatious of Drifs : What an abject and miſtaken 
Ambition is this! How unworthy the Dignity of 
Immortal, and the Wiſdom of Rational Beings | 
Eſpecially, ſince theſe little Productions of the 
Earth have indiſputably the Pre-eminence, in 
ſuch outward. Embelliſhments. ---- Go; cloathe 
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thyſelf with Purple, and fine Linen ; trick thyfelf 
up in all the gay Attire, that the Shuttle or the 
Needle can furniſh: Vet, know, to the Mortifi- 
cation of thy Vanity, that the native Elegance 
of a common Daiſy * eclipſes all this elaborate 
Finery. ---- Nay, wert thou decked like ſome il- 
huſtrious Princeſs, on her Coronation-Day, in all 
the Splendor of Royal Apparel; couldſt thou 
equal even Solomon, in the Height of his Magni- 


ficence and Glory; yet would the meaneſt among 
the flowery Populace outſhine thee : Every diſcern- 


ing Eye would give the Preference to theſe 
Beauties of the + Ground. ---- Scorn then to bor- 
row thy Recommendations from a neat Diſpoſi- 
tion of Threads, and a curious Arrangement of 
Colours. Aſſume a becoming Greatneſs of Tem- 
per: Let thy Endowments be of the immortal 
Kind: Study to be all. glorious within - Be 
cloathed 


' $:Praceful and lowily-in their native Soil, 


They neither know to ſpin, nor care to wits 
Yet with confeſs'd Magnificence deride _ 
Our mean Attire, and Impotence of Pride, 


"Parton, 


+ Mr. Coley, with his uſual Brilliancy of Imagi- 
nation ſtiles them Stars of Barth, 
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»cloathed+ with Humility : Wear the Ornament 
of a meek and quiet Spirit ®. To fay all in a 
Word, Put on the Lo RD JESUS CHRIST: 
Let his Bleed be ſprinkled upon thy Conſcience, 
and it thall be whiter than the Virgin Snows : 
Let His Righteouſneſs, like a ſpotleſs Rabe, adorn 
thy inner Man, and thou thalt be amiable, even 
in the moſt diſtinguiſhing Eye of Gon. Let 
His Bleſſed Spirit dwell in thy Heart; and, un- 
der His ſanctifying Operations, thou ſhall bg, 
made Partaker of a Divine Nature. * 
THESE are real Excellences ; truly Able 
Accompliſhments theſe. In this manner be ar- 
rayed, be beautified; and thou wilt not find a 
Rival in the Feathers of a Peacock, or the Fo- 
liation of a Tulip. Theſe will exalt thee far 
above the low Pretenſſons of Lace and Embroi- 
dery. Thoſe will * thee to ſtand in the 
| D4 | beatific 


a * ** beautifully does the Prophet deſeribe che 
Furniture of a renewed and heavenly Mind, under 
the Similitude of a rich and complete Suit of Appa- 

rel, J avill greatly rejoice in the Lo xD; m Soul ſhall 
be joyful in my GOD; for He hath cloathed me with 
he G Garments of Salvation 3 He hath covered me avith 
the Robe of Righteouſneſs, as a Bridegroom decketh him- 

Self with Ornaments, and as a Bride adarneth ea 

n her Fewels. Tai, Ixi, 0. | 


+ Rom. xiii, 14. 
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of Thought, and transfuſe a ſudden 
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beatific Preſence, and to take __ _ ae 


w HAT an hi Fre is this! Ohe 


can fcarce be melancholy within the Atmoſphere 


of Flowers: Such lively Hues, and delicious 


Odours, not only addreſs themſelves agreeably 
to the Senſes, but touch, with a ſurpriſing Deli- 
cacy, the ſweeteſt e b of the _— 


/ 


To the Heart a 
Vernal — and Foy. 
M FE. 


How FOR have I felt thats _ the Gloom 
aĩety through 
the dejected Spirit! I cannot wonder, that Kings 
deſcend from their Thrones, to walk amidſt bloom- 
ing Ivory and Gold; or retire from the moſt 
ſumptuous Feaſts, to be recreated with the more 
refined Sweets of the Garden : I cannot wonder, 


that Queens forego, for awhile, the Compliments 


of a Nation, to receive the Tribute of the Parterre; 
or withdraw from all the Glitter of a Court, to be 
attended with the much more ſplendid Equipage 
of a Bed of Flowers. ---- But if this be ſo pleaſing, 
what tranſporting Pleaſure mul ch from the 
Fruition of uncreated Excellency ! O „ what un- 
- © hoes known 


ER-G/ 47 
#1nown Diight, t to enter into as YR Pre- 
ence, moſt Bleſſed LoD Gop | To ſee Thee 
Thou King of Heaven, and Lord of Glory, 
no longer through a Glaſs darkly, but Face to 
« Face!” To have all thy Goodneſs, all thy 
Greatneſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad 
for ever with the brighteſt Diſcovery of thy Per- 
fections, with the n - 1 of TM Counts. 
A 5 [ 


LC ab repreſents the F dicky of the Righteous 
in the everlaſting World, by this elegant and amiable 
Image; Thine Eyes hall fee the King in his Beauty. 
Ailton touches the ſame Subject with a ſurpriſe- 
ws Elevation and Majeſty of Thought; T REP > 


—— — wall with G O D, 
. 257 772 Salvation, and the Climes of Bliſs: 


Words, which like the fiery Carr, almoſt tranſport 
our Affections to thoſe glorious Manſions. 


Jai. xxxiii. 17. Milt. Book XI. v. 707, 708. 


4 * 1 would have my Reader endeavour to Mo- 
% RA LI Zz E this natural Pleaſure of the Soul, and to 


4 improve this vernal Delight, as Milton calls it, into 


« a Chriftian Virtue. When we find ourſelves in- 
« ſpired with this pleaſing Inſtinct, this ſecret Satiſ- 

« faction and Complacency, ariſing from the Beau- 
e ties of the Creation, let us conſider, to hom we 
«c ſtand indebted for all theſe Entertainments of Senſe; 
« and Jha it is that thus opens his Hand, and fills 
0 the World with Good. Such an habitual 
Ley Dil oſition of Mind conſecrates every Field and 

« Wood; 
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re e e bear n eur Psb inpes 
ct State. The Efulgencè of unveiled Divinity 
would dals a' mortal Sight. Our feeble Facul- 
ties could not but be 9verwhelmed with fuch a 
Fulneſs of Bliſs, and muſt lie oppreſſed under fuch 
. an exceeding great, eternal Moigbt of Glory.” 
But when = this Carruptible hath put on Incor- 
4 xruption;” the Powers of the Soul will be all in- 
vigorated, and theſe earthly Tabernacles “ tranf- 


+ * formed into a Likeneſs with CHRIS T's glo- 


* rious Body.“ Then, tho' © * the Moon ſnall 
cc be confounded, and the Sun alkamed,”” when 
the Lon of Hoſts is revealed from Heaven, yet 
fhall his Me e People vs Enabled to. oer 1 as 
/ |» ka 

HERE heb: 'my Wiſhes, here, be fixed: Be 
this your determined and inyariable Aim : Here 
give a Looſe to your whole Ardour: Cry out, 
All that is within me, in the Language of Inſpi- 
ration, This one Thing bave {deſired of the Lo x D, 
ek, with I Fameſtnaſs 4 pil require; 

Hy 2 $74 "Whit 


$41. 7 


- Wood: turns an Oey Walk into a e or 
* Evening Sacrifice; and will improve thoſe tranſi- 
= ent Gleams of Joy, which naturally brighten up: 
aud refreſh the Soul on ſuch Occaſions, into an in 
Bu * violable and perpetual State of Bliſs and Happineſs,” 


| | Per. Vol. V. Ne, N. 
* Har. XXIV. 23. 
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that I may dwell in the celeſtial ; Houſe of the 
Loxp all the Days of my future Life, te bebol& 
the fair Beauty. of the LORD, and to contemplate, 
with Wonder and Adoration, all the Attributes 


of the incomprehenſible Godhead. 


80 OMON, a moſt ating: Judge of. 
human Nature, knowing how much Mankind is 
charmed with the fine Qualities of Flowers, has 
figured out the [Bleſſed Jesvs,' that . faireſt 
t among Ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely Repre- 
ſentatives. He ſtiles Him * The Roſe of Sharon, 
and the Lily of the Vallies ; like the one, full 
of Delights, and communicable Graces ; like the 
other, exalted in NMajeliy, and complete in 

| 1 


* Cant. ji. 1. 

Malus ut arboribur decori eft, ut 1 ung, 

Uigus roſe campit, ut lilia vallibus alba, 

Sie Cunts rus decus omne ſuis. 

+ By the Lily of the Valleys, 1 apprehand, i is meant, 
not the Flower which commonly paſſes under that 
Denomination, and is comparative y mean; but the 
grand, majeſtic, Garden-Lily, g growing in a rich ir- 
riguous Soil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample 
manner, and arrives at the higheſt Perfection. "The 
Circumſtance of the Vallies, added by the ſacred 
Writer, is ſignificant not of the Species, but the 
Place. This is by far the nobleſt Interpreta- 
tion, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the ſpiritual Senſe, 
which intimates, That the bleſſed Jz 3 us delights. 
to dwell, by the Communications of his Spirit, in 
lowly and humble Hearts, DD) Don 6 Lilium 
4 allibus gaudens, 
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Beauty. In that ſacred Paſtoral, he ranges the 


Creation, borrows its moſt finiſhed Forms, and 
dips his Pencil in its choiceſt Dyes, to preſent us 
with a Sketch of the Amiablenefs of his Perſon : 
His Amiableneſs, who is the Light of the World ; 
the Glory of His Church ; the only Hope, the 
ſovereign Conſolation of Sinners ; and high, in- 
finitely high, not only above the nobleſt Com- 
pariſon, but even above all Bleſſing and Praiſe.” 
—-- May I alfo make the ſame Heavenly Uſe of 
all ſublunary Enjoyments ! Whatever is pleaſure- 
able or charming below, let it raiſe my Deſires to 
thoſe fublime Delights which are above Which 
will yield, not partial, but perfect, Felicity; not 
tranſient, but never-ending, Satisfaction and Joy. 
Les, my Soul, let theſe Beauties in Minia- 
ture always remind Thee of that glorious Per- 
ſon in whom *< dwells all the Fulneſs of the God- 
ce head bodily.” Let theſe little Emanations 
teach thee to thirſt after the eternal Fountain : 


O may the Creatures be thy conſtant Clue to 


the Creator T For this is a certain Truth, wor- 

thy thy moſt frequent Recollection, and attentive 

Confideration, That the whole Compaſs of finite 

Perfection is only a faint Ray *, ſhot from that 
| . ee 
S — Thou fite'ſ above all Heav' ns, 4; 


To Us. inviſible, or dim ly feen SE 
In theſe thy loweſt Works; yet theſe declare. | 


1 TORY Gooduels beyond Thought, and Pow'r divine. 
| F Mili. Book V. 
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immenſe Source; is only a ſmall Drop, Sort , 
from that ine xhauſtible Ocean ; of all Good: 


WIA r a ſurpriſing Yariety is obſervable 
among the flowery Tribes! How has. the 
bountiful Hand of Providence diverſified theſe 
niceſt Pieces of his Workmanſhip ! added the 
Charms of an endleſs Novelty to all their other 
Perfections !---- Becauſe a conſtant Uniformity 
would ſoon render the Entertainment tireſome. or 
inſipid ; therefore every Species, exhibits ſome- 
thing intirely zew. The Faſhion ſpreads not 
from Family to F amily, but every one has a Mode 
of its own, which is truly original. The moſt 
curſory Glance perceives an apparent Difference, 
as well as a peculiar Delicacy, in the Airs and 
Habits, the Attitude _ Einar; OE. every 
diſtin Claſs. _*' © 

SOME rear their Heads with a majeſtic Mien, 
and overlook, like Sovereigns or Nobles, the 
whole Parterre. Others ſeem more moderate in 
their Aims, and advance only to the middle 
Stations; a Genius turned for Heraldry, would 
term them, the Gentry of the Border; while 
others, free from all aſpiring Views, creep un- 
ambitiouſſy on the Ground, and look like the 
Commonality of the Kind, ---- Some are interſect. 


ed with elegant Stripes, or ſtudded with radi- 


ant Spots. Some affect to be genteelly powdered, 
on! 7 e USITIN AN * 3 Wh Vw or 
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or neatly fringed ; while others are plain in their 
Aſpect, unaffected in their Dreſs, and content 
to pleaſe with a naked Simplicity. Some aſſume 
the Monarch's Purple; ſome look moſt become- 
ing in the Virgin's Mpite; but Black, doleful 
Black, has no Admittance into the Wardrobe of 
Spring, The Weeds of Mourning would be a 
manifeſt Indecorum, when Nature holds an uni- 
verſal Feſtival.” She would new inſpire none but 
delightful Ideas, and therefore always makes her 
Appearance in ſome * amiable Suit. ----- Here 
fands a Warrior clad with Crimſon ; there /its 
a Magiſtrate robed in Scarlet; and yonder ftruts 
a pretty Fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his 
Plumes in the Rainbow, and glitters in all the 
gay Colours, of that reſplendent Arch. Some 
riſe into a curious Cup, or fall into a Set of 
beautiful Beis: Some ſpread themſelves in a 


ſwelling Tuft, or croud into a delicious Glufter.---- 


In ſome, the predominant Stain ſoftens by the 
gentleſt Diminutions, till it has even ſtole away 
from itſelf. The Eye is amuſed at the agreeable 
Deluſion ; and we wonder to find ourſelves in- 
ſenſibly decoyed into a quite different Luſtre- 
In others, you would think the fine 'Tinges were 
emulous of Pre-eminence ; diſdaining to mingle, 
they confront one mother, with the Reſolution 
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of Rivals, determined to diſpute the Prize of 
Beauty; while each is improved, by the Oppbia 
tion, into the higheft Vivacity of Complexion. - 
* How manifold\ art thy Forks, G Lorp! 

Multipled even to à Prodigy. Yet iy Mun, 
conſummate Wiſdom, bn/t Thou nude thema 
How I almire che Vegi of the Contiivance, 
and the Eæatingb of the Execution] Poot Maa 
with Difficulty "accompliſhes a ſingle Work: 
Hardly, and after many Efforts, does He arrtive 
at a tolerable — of ſome one Production 
of Nature. But the | Almighty Artiſt fpoke Mil- 
kons of Subſtances” into inſtantaneous Being; all 
wonderfully various, all completely perfect. -— 
Repeated Experiments generally diſeever Error 
in zur happieſt Inveritions But h fie Sttuc- 
tures have pleaſed; for almoſt Spe thouſand Tears 3 
and no + Fault: been diſcovered in the original 
Plan, no Room for the leaſt Improvement upon 
the firſt Model. ---- All our Performances, the 
more minutelij they are fanned, the more 2npers 
Fe ahey appear. But, with regard to theſe de- 
licate Objects, the more we ſearch into their Pro- 

| _ 9 807 : W we are -ravidhed with theit 


Pain di. 24. Or | 
zÞ Eceleſ. i iii. 24. * * what ſor: e 
it all be for ever : ** can be Hur to it, nar 
an thing taken * it. ä 
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Graces : They are ſure to diſcloſe fre/h Strokes 
of the moſt maſterly Skill, in proportion to the 
Attention with which they are examine. 
Nox is the Simplicity of the Operation 1 
in than the Accuracy of the Wortbman- 
ſhip, or the Infinitude of the Effects. Should 
you ask, „Where, and What, are the Mate- 
*c rials that beautify the blooming World? 


What rich Tints, what ſplendid Dyes, what 


cc Stores of ſhining Crions, ſtand by the Heavenly 
4 Limner, when he paints the Robe of Nature? 


?tis anſwered, His powerful Pencil needs no ſuch 


coſtly Apparatus. A ſingle Principle, under his 
conducting Hand, branches out into an Immen- 
ſity of the moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed Forms. 

The Moiſture of the Earth, paſſed through proper 
Strainers, and diſpoſed. in a Range of pellucid 
Tubes: This one plain and ſimple: Cauſe 
gives Birth to all the Charms, which deck the 
Youth and Maturity of the Vear. This blufbes 
in the early Hepatica, and flames in the late- ad- 
vancing Poppy. This reddehs into Blood in the 


Veins of the Mulberry, and attenuates itſelf in- 


to leafen Gold, to create a Covering for dhe 
Quince: This breathes in all the fragrant Gales 
of our Gardens, and weeps odorous Gum in the 
Groves of Arabia. — do * wonderful is our 
Creator in Counſet, and fo excellbnt i nll NOR 


* Ans 


". Thai. Xxviti, 29. 5 r ar g In 
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io a. ive of Tulpe, or a Knot of Pinks, 
one perceives a Difference in almoſt every Indi- 
vidual. Scarce any two are turned and tinctured 
exactly alike : each allows himſelf a little Parti- 
cularity in his Dreſs, though all belong to one 
Family; ſo that they are various, and yet the 
ſame. A pretty Emblem this, of the ſmaller 
Differences between Proteſtant Chriſtians. There 
are Modes in Religion, which admit of Varia- 
tion, without Prejudice to ſound Faith, or real 
Holineſs : Juſt as the Drapery, on theſe Pictures 
of the Spring, may be formed after a Variety of 
Patterns, without blemiſhing their Beauty, or 
altering their Nature. Fe it ſo then, that we 
diſſent in ſome Points of i 
quence; yet let us live amicably and ſociably to- 
gether ; ; for we harmonize in Princi ples, though 
Let. us Join in Conver- 
ſation, and intermingle Tnterefts ; l diſcover no 
Eſtranę gement of Behaviour, and cheriſh no Ali- 
enation of Affection: If any Strife ſubſiſts, let 
it be to follow our Divine Maſter moſt cloſely, 
in Humility of Heart, and Unblameableneſs of 
Life: Let it be to ſerve one another moſt readily, 
in all the kind Offices of a cordial F riend{hip, 

hus hall we be united, though diſtinguiſhed ; 
in the ſame m_ Fundamentals, though 


inconſiderable Conſe- 


diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall Circumſtantials; 
united in one important Bond of brotherly {64 


though diſtinguiſhed by ſome lighter Peculiari-, 


ties of Opinion. 

I aPPREHEND, that between Chrikians,. | 
whoſe Judgments diſagree only about a Form of 
Prayer, or Manner of Worſhip, there is no more 
eſſential Difference, than between Flowers that 
bloom from the ſame kind of Seed, but happen 
to be ſomewhat diverſified in the Mixture of their 
Colours: Whereas,” if one denies the Divinity 
of our Loxp JEesus CHRIs v, and degrades 
the incarnate Gon to the Meanneſs of a mere 


Creature; if another cries up the Worthineſs of 


human Works, and depreciates. the alone merito- 
rious Righteouſneſs of the glorious Mediator ; if 
a third pays the incommunicable Honours to a 
finite Being, and baws to the Image, or prays to 
the Saint.: Theſe, ſure, are vaſt Deviations from 
the Truth of the Goſpel. Theſe are unallow- 
able, and moſt pernicious Errors. Theſe the 
true Believer cannot tolerates, nor bid the Abet 
tors of them Go p ſpeed. ---- I would not be ſe⸗ 
vere in my Cenſures, nor uncharitable in my 
Sentiments; but I fear, I greatly fear, that ſuck 
Tenets werve from the Evangelical Standard, 
not as one Pink differs from another of the fan 

Claſs, but as Rey. as the © Thorn differs = 


* 
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the Roſe, or the Hemlock from the wholſome 
Herb. For ſuch Perſons we will not fail to» 
maintain a tender Compaſfion ; we will not ceaſe 
to put up earneſt Interceffions ; but we dare not 
ſubſcribe their Creed, or give them the Right 
* Hand of Fellowſhip. * | 


ANOTHER relitidkabile Circumſtance, re- 
- commending the flowery Creation, is their 7egu- 
lar Succeſſion. They make not their Appearance 
all at once, but in an orderly Rotation: While 
a proper Number of theſe obliging Retainers are 
in waiting, the others abſcond ; but hold them- 
ſelves in a Poſture of Service, ready to take their 
Turn, and fill each his reſpective Station, the 
Inſtant it becomes vacant. ---- The Snow-drep, 
foremoſt of the lovely Train, breaks her Way 
through the frozen Soil, in order to preſent her 
early Compliments to her Lord : Dreffed in the 
Robe of Innoceney, ſhe ſteps forth, fearlefs of 
Dangers, long before the Trees have ventured 
to unfold their Leaves, even while the Iſicles 
hang on aur Houſes, ---- Next peeps out the 
Crocus, but cautiouſly, and with an Air of Ti- 
midity : She hears the howling Blafts, and skulks 
cloſe ta her low Situation. Afraid, the ſeems to 
| make large Excurſions from' her Root, white fo 
many ruffian Winds are abroad, ad ſcouring 
| / along 
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along the Ether. ---- Nor is the J * laſt in this 
Jhining Embaſſy of the Year ; which, with all 
the Accompliſhments that weld grace a Royal 
Garden, condeſcends to line our Hedges, and 
grow at the Feet of Briars. F reely, and with- 
out any Solicitation, it diſtributes the Bounty of 
its emiſſive Sweets; while itſelf, with an exem- 
plary Humility, retires from Sight; ſecking ra- 
ther to adminiſter Pleaſure, than to win Admi- 
ration *. -Emblem, expreſſive Emblem, of thoſe 
modeſt Virtues, which delight to bloom in Obſcu- 
rity, and extend a chearing Influence to Multi- 
tudes, who are ſcarce acquainted with the Source 
of their Comforts! Motive, engaging Motive, to 
that ever-aive Beneficence, which ſtays not for 
the Importunity of the Diſtreſſed, but even pre- 
vents them with the Bleſſings of its Goodneſs !--- 
The poor Polyanthus, that lately adorned the 
Border with her ſparkling Beauties; and, tranſ- 
planted into our Windows, gave us a freſh En- 
tertainment; ; is now no more. I ſaw her Com- 
plexion fade; I perceived her Breath decay; till 
at length ſhe expired, and dropt into her Grave. 
. Scarce have we ſuſtained this Loſs, but in 
comes the Auricula, and more than retrieves it: 
Arrayed ſhe comes, in a ſplendid Variety of 

imiable Forms; with an Eye of Cryſtal, and 
Garments of the. moſt glolly Sattin; ; exhaling 
| Ferie, | 
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Perfume, and powdered with Silver. A very 
diſtinguiſhed . Proceſſion This! The favourite 
Care of the Floriſt | Scarce one among them but 
is dignified with a Character of Renown, or has 
the Honour to repreſent ſome celebrated Toaſt. 
But theſe alſo, notwithſtanding their illuſtrious 
Titles, have exhauſted their whole Stock of 
Fragrance, and are mingled with the meaneſt 
Duft. ---- Who, could forbear grieving at their 
Departure, did not the Tulips begin to raiſe them- 
ſelves. on their fine Wands, or ſtately Stalks ? 
They fluſh the Parterre with one of the gayeſt 
Dreſſes, that blooming Nature wears. Did ever 
Beau or Belle make ſo gaudy an Appearance in 
a Birth-night Suit ? Here one may behold the in- 
nocent Wantonneſs of Beauty: Here ſhe indulges 
a Thouſand Freaks, and ſports herſelf in the 
moſt charming Diverſity of Colours: Yet I 
ſhould wrong her, were I to call her a Coguet ; 
becauſe ſhe plays her lovely Changes, not to en- 
kindle diſſolute Affections, but to diſplay her 
Creator's Glory. ---- Soon ariſes the Anemone; 
incircled at the Bottom, with a ſpreading Robe 
and rounded, at the Top, into a beautiful Dame, 
In its looſely flowing Mantle, you may obſerve 
a noble Negligence; in its gently bending Tufts, 
the niceſt Symmetry: I would term it the fre 
Gentleman of the Garden ; becauſe it ſeems to 
have the peculiar Felicity of reconciling Art with 
E 3 . Eaſe | 
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producing the — Al bold and Yikes 
ful, it expands the Riches of its Foliage, and 


acquires by degrees the lovelieſt Enamel in the 
World. As Perſoms of intrinfe Worth dif- 


dain the ſuperficial Arts of Recommendation, 


practiſed by Fops ; fo, this lordly Flower ſcorns 
to borrow any of its Excellence, from Powders 


and Eſſences. It needs no fuch Attracłives, to 


render it che Darling of the Curious; being ſuf⸗ 
fickently engaging from the Elegance of its Fi- 
gure, the radiant Variety of its Tings, and a 
certain ſuperior Dignity of AlpeR. ---Methinks, 
Nature improves in her Operations: Her lateſt 
Strokes are moſt maſterly : To crown the Col- 
lection, ſhe introduces the Carnation; which 
captivates every Eye with a noble Spread of 
Graces, and charms another Senſe with a Pro- 
fuſion of exquiſite Odours. This ſingle Flower 
has, centred in itſelf, the PerfeQtions of all the 
preceding: The Moment it appears, it ſo com- 
mands our Attention, that we ſcarce regret the 
Abſence of the reſt. ---- The Gilly-flewer, like a 
real Friend, attends. you through all the Viciſſi- 
tudes and Alterations of the Seaſon : While others 
make a tranſient Viſit only, This is rather an In- 
habitant, than a Gueſt, in your Gardens; 4 adds, 
ry to | Complaiſanc . a A; agen 

B UT 
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Bur *tis in vain to attempt a Catalogue of 
theſe amiable Gifts : There is an endleſs Multi- 
plecity i in their Characters, and an invariable Or- 
der in their Approachas. Every Month brings 
its Ornaments, ſuch as are different from the 
reſt, and peculiar to itſelf. 

HE RE let me ftand awhile, to contemplate 
the wiſe and gracious Deſign, apparent in this 
 Diftribution of Flowers, through the ſeveral 

| Periods of the Year. ---- Were they all to bloſſom 
together, there would be at once a promiſcuous 
ong, and at once a total Privation ; ſo that 
we ſhould ſcarce have Opportunity of adverting 
to the Beauties of Half, and muſt ſoon loſe the 
agreeable Company of them All. But now, 
ſince every Species has a diſtinct Poſt to occupy, 
and a diftin& Time for appearing, we can take 
a leiſurely and minute Survey of each ſucceeding 
Set. We can view and review their Forms; 
taſte their Sweets ; enter into a more intimate 
Acquaintance with their charming Qualities ; 
and receive all thoſe pleaſing Services which they 
are commiſſioned to yield. ---- This remarkable 
Piece of Oeconomy is productive of another very 
valuable Effect. It not only places in the moſt 
advantageous. Light every particular Community, 
but alſo is the moſt effectual Proviſien againſt 
the Frailty' of the whole Nation: Or, to ſpeak 
"Y E 4 more 
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more truly, it renders them a Sort of * immortal 
Corps, whoſe ſucceſſionary Attendance never 


fails. For though ſome are continually drop- 


ping, yet, by this Expedient, others are as con- 
tinually riſing, to beautify our Borders, and 
keep up the Entertainment unintermittl. 

O! wHarT Goodneſs is this, to provide ſuch 
a Series of Gratifications for Mankind ! Both to 
diverſify, and perpetuate the fine Collation : To 
take care, that our Paths ſhould be, in a manner, 
inceſſantly ſtrewed with Flowers: And what 
Wiſdom, to bid every one of theſe inſenſible 
Beings know the preciſe Juncture for their come- 


ing forth ! Inſomuch that no Actor on a Stage 


can be more exact in performing his Part; can 
make a more regular Entry, o or a more e punCtual 


Exit. 3 


vw HO imboldens the Daffodil, to venture 


abroad in F. ebruary, and to truſt her flowering 


Gold with inclement and treacherous Skies! 
Who informs the various Tribes of Frui t-beari ng 
Bloſſoms, 


>. CY I n AlluGon to the celebrated Praftice 55 the = 
| Han Kings; ; Who maintained, for their Lifeguard, a 
Body of Troops, called Immortal; becauſe it perpe- 
tually ſubſiſted : For as ſoon as any of the Men died, 

* was immediately put into his Place. 
n | Rollin 5 > Ancient Hi, it. Vol. II. 
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Bloſſoms, that vernal Suns, and a more genial 
Warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate Texture? 
Who *. the Chve to ſtay, till hotter Beams 
are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy Richneſs into her 
Odours, and tincture her Complexion with the 
deepeſt Crimſon ? Who diſpoſes theſe beau- 
tiful Troops into ſuch orderly Bodies; retarding 
ſome, and acceleratin ng others? Who has inſtruct- 
ed them to file off, with ſuch perfect Regularity, 
as ſoon as the Duty of their reſpeQtiye Station is 
over ? And, when. one Detachment retires, Who. 
gives the Sina) for another immediately to ad- 
wance ? Who, but that unerring Providence,, 
which, from the higheſt Thrones of Angels, to 
the very loweſt Degrees of Exiſtence, orders all 
Things in 6 Number, Weight, and Meaſure !”” . 
THESE, O my Soul, are the Regulations of 
that moſt adorable, moſt beneficent Being, who. 
in the Fulneſs of Time bowed the Heavens; 
came down to dwell on Earth; and united the 
| Frailty of thy mortal Nature to all the Glories 
of his Godhead. | All the Honour of this admi- 
rable Eſtabliſhment belongs to that ever bleſſed 
Ranſomer of Sinners, who ſuſtained the Venge- 
ance, which thou hadſt deſerved; and waſt doom- 
ed to ſuffer ; who fulfilled the Obedience, which 
thou waſt obliged, but unable, to perform; and 
in his maſk ſacred immaculate Humanity, 1 
led 
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bled Himſelf ( O never enough to be admired 5 
Loving- Kindneſs !) humbled' Himſelf to Death, 
even the Death of the Crofs. ---- He formed this 
vaſt Machine, and adjuſted its nice Dependencies. 
The Pillars, that ſupport it; the Embelliſhments, 
that adorn it; and the Laws, that govern it ; 
are the Reſult of his unſearchable Counſels. O! 
the Heights, of His Majeſty, and the Depths of 
His Abaſement - 3 

WHich ſhall we admire moſt, his effential 
Greatneſs,” or his Free Grace: ? He created the 
exalted Seraph, that ſings in Glory ; ; and every 


the minuteſt Inſect, that flutters in Air, or crawls 
in Duft. He marks out 2 Path for all thoſe 


Globes of Light, which travel the Circuit of the 
Skies; and difdains not to rear the Violet from 
its lowly Bed, or to plait the Daffy that dreſſes 
our Plains. So grand are His Operations, yet ſo 
condeſcending his Regards ——＋ Summer, like a 
ſparkling Bride, is all glorious in her Apparel, 
what is this but a feeble Reflection of his uncre- 
ated Effulgence ? If Autumn, like a munificent 
Hoſt, exhibits all Things richly to enjoy, what 
iS this but a little Taſte of his iriexhauftible 
Ziberality? If Tbunders roar, you hear the Sound 
of his Trumpet : If Lightenings glare, you ſee 
the Launching of His glittering Spear: Tf the 
„ perpetual Hills be ſeattered, and the ever- 
e laſting 
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& laſting Mountains bowed,” you behold a Di- 
play - No, ſays the Prophet, you have rather 
* The Hiding of His Power, So immenſe is His 


Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificently 
conceived, * the Imagery of this 8 
and, upon the Foot of our Interpretation, nothing 
was ever more delicately and nobly turned, than the 
Sentiment of this Clauſe. Other Senſes of the Paſ- 
ſage, Lacknowlege, may be aſſigned with equal Pro- 
priety. But none, I think, can be imagined fo ma- 
jeſtic and /ablime. As the Original will fairly admit 
of it; as it carries no Diſagreement with the Context; 
and expreſſes a moſt important, as well as undoubted 
Truth; I hope I may be permitted to uſe it, at leaſt 
by way of Accommodation. Eſpecially as it ſuggeſts 
one of the fineſt Mottos imaginable, wherewith to 
inſcribe all the viſible Productions of the Creator's 
Hand. When, ſtruck with Aſtoniſnment, we con- 
ſider their Grandeur, Beauty, and conſummate Per- 
fections, let us, in Juſtice to their Author, apply the 
exalted Reflection of this ſacred Ode: In all theſe 
« 7s the Hiding, rather than an adequate Diſplay, of 
« his matchleſs Power: Though they challenge our 
« Praiſe, and ſurpaſs our Comprehenſion; yet are 
they by no means the utmoſt Exertions, but rather 
& ſome ſlighter Eſſays, of omnipotent Skill.“ 
Milton, relating the Overthrow of the fallen Angels, 
reminds his Reader of a noble Circumſtance, much 
of this Nature. Me Hab, unaided and alone, had 
utterly routed an innumerable Hoſt of apoſtate Spi- 
rits. But, to create a juſter Idea of this. illuſtrious 
Conqueror, the Poet beautifully adds Ter 
half his Strength He put not forth. =m— If we 

| forget 
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Power, fo uncontroulable and inconceivable, 
that all theſe mighty Works are but a Rien in 


: | which more is concealed than diſcovered. _ 


Tus, I think, we ſhould always view the 
nds Syſtem, with an Evangelical Teleſcope (if 
I may be allowed the Expreſſion), and with an 
Evangelical Microſcope: Regarding CHRIST 
Jzsus as the great Projector and Architect, 
that planned and executed the amazing Scheme. 
Whatever is magnificent or valuable, tremendous 
ox amiable, . ſhould ever be aſcribed to the Re- 
deemer. This is the Chriſtian's Natural Philo- 


fophy + And with regard to this Method of con- 
 fidering the Things that are feen, we have an 
inſpired Apoſtle for our Preceptor and Precedent, 


ting of CHRIST, He ſays, „ Thou, Lord, 
<<. in the Beginning, haſt laid the Foundations of 
<« the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work of 
<« thy Hands.” -—- Did we carefully attend to 
this leading Principle, in all our Examinations of 
Nature, it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt power- 
ful Means of * YR: our e and * flrength- 


ening, 


dener to RY the ſame N when we contem- 
plate Gop in His Works, we muſt neceſſarily form 
ſcanty Conceptions of that ſupreme Being, be- 
fore whom all Nations are as a Drop of a Bucket, 
e and are counted as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance:“ ; 
22 The Apoſtles, T obſerve, delight to uſe this 

, | Method 
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ening our Faith : For when I look round upon - 


Millions of noble Subſtances, and carry with me 
this tranſporting Reflection, The Maker of 
<< them all died on a Croſs for me; how can 
I remain any longer indifferent? Muſt not the 


coldeſt Heart begin to glow with Gratitude ? --=- 


When I ſurvey an Immenſity of the fineſt Pro- 
ductions imaginable ; and remember, That the 
Author of them all is“ my Righteouſneſs, my 


Redemption; how can I chooſe but 


repoſe the moſt chearful Confidence in ſuch a Me- 
diator ? | 1 | 5 
LET 


Method of diſplaying the Honours of the Redeemer, 
and eſtabliſhing the Faith of his People. —— 'The'be- 
loved Diſciple, teaching that moſt precious Doctrine 
of a Lamb ſlain to take away the Sins of the World,” 
in order to evince the Sufficiency of Car1sT's Sacrifice 
for this bleſſed Purpoſe, affirms, That All Things avere 
made by Him: And without Him was not any Thing, 
No, not ſo much as one ſingle Being, made, John i. 3. 


— St. Paul, preaching the ſame glad Tidings to the 


Coloffians, and expreſly maintaining, That we have 
Redemption through his Blood, ſeems to foreſee an 


Objection of this kind: © To expiate Tranſgreſſions 


<< againſt an infinite Majefty, is a moſt prodigious 
« Act; it muſt coſt vaſtly more than any common 


« Surety can pay, to redeem a ſinful World. What 


* Reaſon have we to believe, that Jesvs is equal to 
ee this mighty Undertaking?” All poffible Reaſon, 
replies the Apoſtle, from the Dignity of his * 
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Lr me add one more Remark, upon the 
admirable Adju/tment of every Particular, relate- 
ing to theſe fine Colonies planted. in the Parterre. 
----- With ſuch ſurpriſing Corre&neſs is their 
Structure finiſhed, that any the leaſt conceivable 
Alteration would very much impair their Per- 
fection. Should you ſee, for Inſtance, the nice 
Diſpoſition of the Tulip's Attire fly abroad, diſ- 
orderly and irregular, like the flaunting Wood- 
bine: Should the Jeſſamin rear her diminutive 
Head, on thoſe grand Columns which fupport 
3 IS. 


For He is the Image of the invifible Go. D; and from 
the Greatneſs of his Works, For by Him all Things 
were made. Confider the Operations of his Hands, 
and you cannot doubt the atoning Efficacy of his 
Death, Col. i. 15, 16. The Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews falls exactly into the fame 
Train of arguing ; declaring, that Cnrisr Isesus 
has purged our Sins by the Sacrifice of Himfelf: He 
proves His ample Ability for this tremendous Office, 
from His eſſential Excellence, | becauſe He is the 
Brightneſs of His Father's Glory; and from His admi- 
rable Works, becauſe He made the Worlds, and up 
beldeth all Things by the Word of His Poxwer, Hab. i. 
a, 3- — Which Thought, as it is ſo important in 
itſelf; of ſuch ſignal Comfort to Chriſtians; and fo 
particularly inſiſted on by the inſpired Writets ; I 
truſt, an Attempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in the 


-Poſtſcript, will be the more eaſily excuſed. 
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the Holly · hock: Should the erect and manly Aſ- 
pect of the Piany, bang down with a. penfive. 
Air, like the flexile Bells of the Hyacinth. 
Should that noble Plainneſs, which d iſtinguiſhes 
the Lily, be exchanged for the Fringes which 
edge the Pink, or the gaudy Stains which be- 
drop the Iris: Should thoſe tapering Pillars, 
which ariſe in the Middle of its Vaſe, and, tipt 
with golden Pendants, give ſuch a Luſtre to the 
ſurrounding Panels of Alabaſter --— Should theſe 
fink and diſappear, like the Chives which cover 
the Heart of the Anemone ---- In many. of theſe 
Caſes, would not the Tranſþoſition be fantaſtical 
and aukward ? In all, to the ee n | 
of euery Individual ? „ 
AGAIN; with egen to the Time of their 
appearing ; this Circumſtance is ſettled by_a re- 
markable Foreſight and. Precautian. What 
would. become of the Sazbor, if, in very ſtormy 
Weather, be ſhould raiſe à lofty Maſt, and 
croud it with all his Canvas? Such would be the 
ill Effect, if the moſt ſtate y Species of Flowers 
ſhould preſume to come abroad in the bluſtering 
Months. Therefore thofe only that ſhoot the 
ſhorteſt Stems,. and diſplay the ſmalleſt Spread of 
Leaves, o (if yu pleaſe) carry the leaf Sail, 
are launched amidR- the ble wing Seaſons. ----- 


How inj e Wauld eee. at, if he 
| ſhould 
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to the Northern Winids, © or Wir Rais Our 
blooming Artiſts of the aromatic Profeſfion, at 
leaſt the moſt delicate among them, ſeem per- 
fectly aware of the Conſequences of ſuch a Pro- 
cedure. Accordingly, they poſt pone the Open- 
ing of their odoriferous Treaſures, till a * ſerener 
Air, and more unclouded Skies, grant a Pro- 
tection to their amiable Traffick ; till they are 
under no more Apprehenſions of having them 
diſſipated by rude * or enn in inceſſant 
re . 71 = 
UI OLE een 2007 Bl on r 

* Fn ina ad poetical Manner, addreſſes 


kimſelf to the dormant Roſe, and moſt prettily invites 


ker to venture abroad, by hg 8 vt 98 two 
Circumſtances. - . _ 05 f 


| Siderum e imitata mY nn 

1: Ruid lates dudum, Roſa ? Delicatum 5 
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Wu a ſtriking Argument is here for Re- 
Mee unfeigned Reſignation, to all the Diſ- 
poſals of Providence ! Too often are our diſſatiſ- 
fied Thoughts apt to find Fault with Divine Diſ- 
penſations : We tacitly arraign our Maker's Con- 
duct, or queſtion His Kindneſs with regard to 
een We fanſy our Lot not ſo commo- 
diouſly ſituate, or our Condition not ſo happily 
cireumſtanced, as if we had been placed in ſome 
other Station of Life. ---- But let us behold this 
exquiſitely nice Regulation of the minuteft Plants, 
and be aſhamed of our repining Folly. Could 
any Fibre in their Compoſition be altered, or one 
Line in their Features be tranſpoſed, without 
clouding ſome of their Beauties ? Could any Fold 
in their Veſtments be varied, 'or any Link in 
their orderly Succeſſion be broken, without in- 
jyring ſome delicate Property ? And does not 
that All- ſeeing Eye, which preſerves ſo exact a 
Harmony e theſe pretty Toys, maintain as 

F wuatchful 


The dae ene the Storms are oer; 
Winter retires to make thee way; 
Come then, thou ſweetly- bluſhing Flower; 
Come, lovely Stranger, come away. 


The Sun is dreſs d in beaming Sale, 
To give thy Beauties to the Day; 
Young Zephyrs wait, with gentleſt Gala, 
To fan thy Boſom, as they play. 


——— 
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watchſul a Care ayer His rational Gregturgs - 
Dees He chooſe the propereſt Seaſon for the 
Cowllip. to ariſe, and drink the Des? And can 
He neglet? the Concerns, or misjudge the Con- 
veniencies, of his Sons and Daughters ? He, 
who has ſo completely diſpoſed whatever pertains 
to the vegetable Qeconomy, that the leaſt Pi- 
minution or Addition would certainly hurt the 
finiſhed Scheme, does, without all Peradventure, 
preſide with equal Attention Ty the Intereſts of 
his own, People. 

By ſtill, then, thou uneaſy Mortal *; ; know, 
hat 80 18 e wiſe; and be aſſured, ä 

® Pere TRY it Tre edu 55 % = 


ye Emin rebuſque fit utile 3 5 
1 jucundis apti ima 5 ant * b 


Cariar 2 bana, * 


Singe all the downward Trade of Tue 
; 0858 watchful Eye ſurveys; © 
-., 1: Oli Who ſo wife to chooſe'our Lot, 
And 0 our * . 


— 


h He denies; 
Ev Obs from! his or reigu H 
Are Bleſſings in Diſguiſs. 157 


that, amidſt the greateſt Multiplicity of Beings, 
He does not overlook thee. Thy Saviour has 


given me Authority to aſſert, That thou art of 
far ſuperior Value, in the Eſtimate of Omnipo- 
tence, than all the Herbage of the Field. ---- If 


His facred Will ordains $ic#neſ5 for thy Portion, 
never dare to imagine, That uninterrupted Health 
would be more advantageous : If He pleaſes to 
with-hold, or take away, Children, never pre- 
ſume to conclude, That thy Happineſs is blaſted, 


becauſe thy Hopes of an increaſing Family are 


diſappointed. He that marſhals all the Starry 


Hoſt, and ſo accurately arranges every the mean- 


eſt Species of Herbs; He orders all the Peculia- 
rities, all the Changes of thy State, with a Vigi- 
lance that nothing can elude, with a Goodneſs 
that endureth for ever. Bow thy Head, there- 
fore, in humble Acquieſcence : Reſt ſatisfied, 


That * whatever is, by the Appointment of Hea- | 


ven, 7s ok is beſt. 


F 2 Ao N 


* If Mr. Pope enderfiands the Maxim in this limit- 
ed Senſe, he ſpeaks a moſt undeniable and glorious 
Truth. But if that great Poet includes whatever 
comes to paſs through the wild and extravagant Paſ- 
fions of Men, furely no thinking Perſon, at leaſt no 
Chriſtian, can accede to his Opinion. — What Goo 
orders, is wi/z beyond all Poſſibility of Correction, 


and good above all that we can aſk or think. His: 
Decrees | 
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Anon all the Producten of the Third 
Creating-Day, this of Flowers ſeems to be pe- 
culiarly deſigned for Man: A Preſent, calculated 
in an eſpecial Manner for. his Uſe and Delight. 
Man has, as it were, the Monopoly of this Favour; 
and ſcarce ſhares the Satisfaction reſulting from it, 
with any other Animal. I don't find, that other 
Creatures are ſmit with their Beauties, or regaled 
with their Odours. The Horſe never ſtands till 
to gaze upon their Charms ;. nor does the Ox 
turn aſide to browze upon their Sweets. Senſes 

they 


Decrees are the Reſult of infinite Diſcernment, and 
all his Diſpenſations the Iſſues of unbounded Bene- 
volence. But Man, fallen Man, is hurried away 
by his Luſts into a thouſand Irregularities, which are 
deplorably evil in tbemſelves, and attended with Con- 
ſequences manifeſtly pernicious to Soczety. Let 
the Sentiment, therefore, be reſtrained to the Diſpo- 
ſals of Heaven, and I moſt readily ſubſcribe it. But 
if it be extended to the Conduct of Men, and the 
Effects of their Folly, I think myſelf obliged to en- 
ter my Proteſt againſt it: For whatever kindles the 
Divine Indignation — is Cauſe of final Ruin to the 
Author — is ſtrictly forbid by Gop's holy Word 
— is Contrary to the whole Deſign of his revealed 
Will, and the very Reverſe of his eſſential Attributes. 

=——-. This cannot poſſibly be right. This is moſt 
undoubtedly wropg. Omnipotence, indeed, can 
over-rule it, and educe Good from it: But the very 
Notion of over-ruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely 
avrong in itſelf. 
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they have to diſcern theſe curious Objects in the 


groſi, but no Taſte to diſtinguiſh their fine Ac- 
compliſhments. ---- Juſt ſo, carnal and unenlight- 


ened Men may underſtand the literal Meaning of 
Scripture 3 may comprehend the Evidences of its 


Divine Inſpiration 3 and yet have no Reliſh of 
the Heavenly Truths it teaches ; no ardent Long- 
ing for the ſpiritual Bleſſings it offers; ſee *© no 
Form or Comelineſs“ in the Saviour it deſcribes, 


fo as to render Him the fupreme Doe of their | 


Souls. 


- Tae chief End of theſe beautiful Appearances, 
Philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the Em- 


bryo Seed; or to ſwathe the tender Body during 
its infant State. ---- But whatever is the chief End 
of Nature, tis certain, ſhe never departs from 


the Deſign of adminiſtring Delight to Mankind &. 
This is inſeparably connected with her other 
er — Were it only to ſecure a reproductive 


F | Aj Principle, 


23 4 we 0 chat che moſt importing Parts in the 
« Vegetable World, are thoſe which are the moſt 


« beautiful. Theſe are the Seeds by which the ſeve- 
«ral Races of Plants are propagated and continued, 
“ and which are always fodged in Flowers or Bloſ- 
« ſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her principal Deſign, 
and to be induftrious in making the Earth gay and 
« delightful, while ſhe is carrying on her great 
« Work, and intent upon her own Prefarriet 5 
Spe. Vol. V. Ns. 387. 


_ OE” — . > 
—_—_ — — — — —— — 
* "AN * . ̃ un... 
— n = oy - — 
— — * 


——— — — 


" - — Vn — EF 25 — . 
PP ˙ ! OO Eee: © 
8 2 — "— ew 


p_ * 
— ts 4 RI nc 


wy 


nn 
4 i 2 4 


n . 


76 REFLECTIONS: 4 

Principle, what. need of ſuch elegant Complica- 
tions ? Why ſo much Art employed, and ſo many 
Decorations added? Why thould Veſtments be 
prepared, rather than Brocades, more delicate 
than Lawns, and of a finer Glow than the moſt 
admired Velvets? ---- If the great Mother had no 
other Aim, than barely to accommodate her little 
Offspring, warm Flannel, or homely Fuſtian, 
would have ſerved her Turn: Served it, full as 
well as the moſt ſumptuous Tiſſues, or —_— 
Furniture of the Mercer's Shop. 

I'r ſeems plain then, that Flowers were en- 
dued with ſuch inchanting Graces, for the Plea 
fare. of Man; and, in purſuance of this original 
Race. Accordingly,, the fineſt of each Species 
eroud about our Habit ition, and are rarely to be 
ſeen at a Diſtance from our Abodes. They 
| thrive under our cultivating Hand, and obſerv- 
ing Eye; but degenerate and Pine away, if unre- 
garded by their Lord. -To win his Attention, 
and deck his Retreats, they hide their Defermi- 
ties under Ground; and diſplay nothing but the 
moſt graceful Wome,” and engaging Colours, ta 
his Sight. To merit a farther Degree of his 
Eſteem, the Generality of them diſpenſæ a de- 
. — A 292 "what? is All more oblige- 

y 057077 1H ing, 
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ing, reſerve their riche/t Exhalations, to em- 
ns his [Morning and Evening Walks +-: Be- 
cauſe; he uſually ehooſes thoſe cool Hours, to re- 
create himſelf among their blooming Ranks 3 
therefore, at thoſe Hours, they are moſt laviſh 
of their Fragrarice, and breathe out their cholees 
Spirits. _ 
OMan, ated hotels Gay why Creator'| 
The Darling of Providence l Thou art diſtin- 
guifhed by bis Goognefs, diftiriguiſh- thyſelf alſo by 
thy Gratitude. Be it thy one undivided Aim to 
glorify Him, who has been at ſo much Expence 
to gratify thee ! ---- White all theſe inferior Crea 
tures; in Ment 'Eloquetice, declare the Glory of 
Go, do thou lend them thy Tongue. Be thou 
the High-Prieft of the mute Creation : Let their 
Praiſes become vocaFin thy Songs. Adore the 


n i 


04 = * The Flowers, 
That Gen 0 their choiceft boſom'd Smells, 
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The ling” Tub'roſe and 4 declare 
The ſtronger Impulſe of an Eving Air. 
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ſupreme. Benefactor, for the Bleſſings He ſhow- 
ers down upon eyery Order of Beings : Adore 
Him for numberleſs Mercies, which are appro- 
priated to thyfelf : But, above all, adore Hims 
for that noble Gift of a rational and immortal 
Soul. This conſtitutes us Maſters of the 
Globe, and gives us the real Enjoyment of its 
Riches. This diſcovers: ten thouſand Beauties, 

which otherwiſe had been loſt ; and renders them 
both a Source of Delights, and a Nurſery of 


Devotion. ---- By virtue of this exalted Principle, 


we are qualified to admire our Maker's Works, 
and capable of bearing his illuſtrious Image; 
bearing his' illuſtrious Image, not only when 
theſe Ornaments of the Ground have reſigned 
their Honours, but when the great Origin of 
Day is extinguiſhed in the Skies, and all the 
flaming Orbs on high are put out in obſcure 


Darkneſs. ----- Then to ſurvive ; z to ſurvive the 


Ruins of one World, and to enjoy Goo to 
reſemble Gon ---- ta be “ filled with all the 
« Fulneſs of Go p, in another What a 
Happineſs, what an  ineftimable Happineſs, is this! 
Vet this is thy Privilege (barter it not for Trifles 
of an * 5 this : . 2 


O! 
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Or Goodneſs, the exuberant” Goodneſs 
of G 0D !-T'cannot forbear celebrating it once 
more, before I paſs to another Conſideration. - -- 
How much ſhould we think ourſelves obliged to 
a generous Friend, that ſhould 317d a ſtately 
Edifice purely for our Abode ! But how greatly, 


I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the Compariſon 
is ſtretched beyond prqper Bounds, when. carried tao 
this Pitch. It is my ſtedfaſt Opinion, That the 
World, at leaſt this lower World, with its various Ap- 
purtenances, was intended purely for Man; that it is 
appropriated to him; and that he (in Subordination to 
Gop's Glory) is the Ezd of its Creation. —— Other 
Animals, tis true, partake of the Creator 's Benefits ; 
but then they partake under the Notion of Man's 
Domeſtics, or on the Foot of Retainers to Him; as 
Creatures that bear ſome Relation to his Service, and 
ſome way or other contribute to his Good. So that 
ſtill He is the Centre of the Whole; or as our incom- 
parable Milton, equally Maſter of Poetry and Divi- 
nity, expreſſes himſelf, All Things lime for Mar. 
Rar. Loft. XI. 161. LSE Ce T1061 LEED £22 
Mr. Pope, in his Ethic Epiſtles, is pleaſed to ex- 
plode this Tenet, as the Height of Pride, and agroſs! 
Abſurdity, — For my Part, I ſee no Reaſon for ſuch: 
a Charge. With all Submiſſion to ſo ſuperior a Ge- 
nius, it ſeems. very remote from Pride, to be duly 
ſenſible of Favours vouchſafed, to contemplate them 
in all the Extent of their Munificence, and acknow- 
lege them accordingly. - I ſhould rather imagine, 
That to contract their Size, when they are immenſe- 
Jy large; to ſtint their Number, when they are altc- 
_ gether 
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would the Obligation be increaſed, if the Hand 


that Wale n hon e it! 28 not only 

7 1141. 1 01 SU furniſh 
Pens 89 180 2 | tvs: bs aps . 
gether — cher 8 2 — —— faxogrs 
more of Iaſenſibility, than our Hypotheſis of Preſump- 
tion; and has more in it of Igratitude, than that of 
Arrogance. 

And how can it be deemed an Abſurdity, 'To main- 
tain, that G o p gave us a World for our Poſſeiſion; 
vrhen it is our Duty to belienes That He gave us Bis 
only; Som for our Propitiation F Sure it can be no Dif- 

ficulty to ſuppoſe, That He deſigned this habitable 
Globe, with its whole Furniture, for our preſent Uſe, 
ſince He with-held not his Holy Child Insus, bur 
freely delivered Him up for our final Salvation. 

Upon the Whole, I cannot but conclude, That the 
Attempt of our famous Poet is neither kind, wich re- 
gard. to his Fellow Oreatures— nor gratgful. N 

Fact, true. The Attempt 7 wich regard to 
Man; becauſe it robs him of one of the moſt delight- 
ful and raviſhing Contemplations imaginable. To 
conſider the Great Author of Exiſtence as having ne 
in his Eye, when He formed univerſal Nature; as 
contriving all Things with an immediate View to the 
Exigencies of my particular State, and making them 
all in ſuch-a Manner as might! be moſt conducive to 
my particular Advantage; this muſt needs ogcafion-- 
the ſtrongeſt Satis factions, whenever I caſt a Glance 
on the Objects that ſurround me. Not grateful 
with regard to Gop; becauſe it has the moſt direct 
Tendency to diminiſh our Senſe of his Kindneſs, and 


3 to! rag a WIE 1 our Gratitude. 
a 8 e 
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furniſh it, with all that is commodious and com- 
fortable,. but ornament it - alſo with whatever is, 
ſplendid and delightful.! ---- This has our maſt 
indulgent. Creator done, in a manner infinitely 


TR Earth is aſſigned us for a Dwelling. 
The Nies are ſtretched over us, like a magniſi- 

cent Canopy, dyed in the pureſt Azure; and 
It teaches us to look upon ourſelves as almoſt loft: 
among a Croud of other Beings, or regarded only with 
an occaſional and incidental Beneficence ; which muſt 
certainty weaken the Diſpoſition, and indeed ſlacken 
the Ties, to the moſt adoring Thankfulnefs. To 
which, I apprehend, we may juſtly add, Neither is 
the Scheme, in Fact, true. For, not to mention; 
what might be urged. from the ſure Word of Reve-, 
lation, this one Argument appears, to be ſufficiently 
concluſive. The. World began with Man; the Worlf 


muſt ceaſe with Man; conſequently the grand Uſe, 


the principal End of the World, is, to ſubſerve the 
Intexeſts-of Man. It is om all ſides agreed, That the: 
Edifice was erected, when Man was to be furniſhed; 


- 


with an Habitation ; and that it will be demoliſhed, 
when Man has no farther need of its Accommoda- 
tions: When he enters into the Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens, the Earth, and all 
the Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.“ 
From which. it ſeems a very obvious! and fair De- 
duction, That Man is the fal Cauſe of this inferior 
Creation. ö:EE i 
So that L think my Readers, and myſelf, privileged 
{not to ſay, on tha Principles of Gratitude, ob/geg) 
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beautified, now with Pictures of floating Silver, 
now with Colourings of reflected Crimſon. ---- 


The Graſs is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious Car- 


pet, wove with ſilken Threads of Green, and 
damaſk'd with Flowers of every Hue. The 
Sun, like a golden Lamp, is hung out in the 
ethereal Vault, and pours his Effulgence, all the 
Day, to lighten our Paths. ---- When Night ap- 
proaches, the Moon takes up the friendly Office, 
and the Stars are kindled in twinkling Myriads, 
to chear the Darkneſs with their milder Luſtre, 
not diſturb our Repoſe by too intenſe a Glare. --- 

The Clouds, beſides the rich Paintings they hang 
around the Heavens, act the Part of a ſhifting 


Screen, and defend us, by their ſeaſonable In- 


terpoſition, from the ſcorching Beams of Sum- 


| * 2 7 r * elegantly terms them 


Water - 


to 3 W Lines of our Author, with a Pro- 
priety and Truth equal to their Elegance and Beauty; ; 


- For me kind Nature wakes her genial Pow'r, 
Suckles each Herb, and ſpreads out every Flow'r; 

g Annual, for me, the Grape, the Roſe, rene, 
The Juice nectareous, and the balmy Dew; 
For me, the Mine a thouſand Treaſures brings; 
For me, Health — from a thouſand Springs. 


| Eth. * J. ver. 1 ai 
1 bla Ai. 7. New Tranſlation. Fn LAY 
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Water - ſpouts, which. wafted on the Wings of 
the Wind, diſpenſe their Moiſture * evenly 
through the Globe; and fruQtify, with their 


Showers, whatever our Hand plants. The 


Fields 


* This Circumſtance, amidſt Abundance of other 
noble and delicate Remarks upon the Wonders of Na- 
ture, is finely touched in the phi/o/ophical Tranſactions 
recorded in the Book of Job, Chap. xxxviii. ver. 25. 
—=TDYyN, JEW? 32D 1 Who hath divided a 2 
ter-courſe for the overflowing of Waters ? — The 
Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rich with Senſe, that no 
Tran/lation can do it Juſtice. The following Para- 
phraſe, perhaps, may repreſent the principal Ideas 
comprehended in the expreſſive Original. Who 
has branched out, and with admirable Judgment 4i/- 
poſed, a Variety of Agueducts, for that immenſe Col- 
legion of Waters which float in the Sky? Who a7/tri- 
butes thoſe pendulous Fhods through all the Borders 
of the Earth ? Diſtributes them, not in dreadful Ca- 
taracts, or promiſcuous Gluts of Rain, but with as 
much Regularity and Oeconomy, as if they were con- 
veyed by Pipes from a Conduit. To won ſhall we 
aſcribe. that Niceneſs of Contrivance, which now 
emits, now reſtrains them; ſometimes derives their 
humid Train to one Place, ſometimes to another ; diſ- 
penſes them to his Soil in larger, to that in ſmaller 
Communications; and, in a word, ſo manages the 
mighty Fluid, that every Spot is ſupplied in exact 
Proportion to its Wants, and none defreyed' by an 
undiſtinguiſhing Deluge? —— This ſeems to have 
been a favourite Obſervation with the inſpired Pen- 
man; ſee it diſplayed in another beautiful Light, 
Chap. xxviii, 25. _ h 
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Fields are our exhauftleſs Granary. The 
Orean is our vaſt Reſervoir. ---- The Animals 

ſpend their Strength, to diſpatch our Buſineſs ; 
reſign their Cloathing, to repleniſh our Ward- 
robe ; and ſurrender their very Lives, to provide 
for our Tables. --- In ſhort, every Element is a 
Store-houſe of Conveniencies ; every Seaſon 
brings us the choiceſt "EV = EG ; all Nature is 
our Caterer. And, what is a moſt endearing, 

Recommendation of theſe Favours, they are all 
as lovely as they are #/eful. You obſerve nothing 
mean or inelegant. All is clad in Beauty's © 
faireſt Robe, and regulated by Proportion's niceſt 
Rule. The whole Scene exhibits a Fund of 
Pleaſures to the Imagination, at the * time 
that it more than ſupplies all our Wants * | 
THEREFORE thou art ?nexcuſable, 0 Man, | 
whoſoever thou art, that rebelleſt againſt thy 
Maker. He ſurrounds thee with unnumbered 
end and follows thee with an Effuſion of the 
„ Iccheſt, 


* 64 Thoſe ſeveral living 3 which are 

« made for our Service or Suſtenance, at the ſame 
« time either fill the Woods with their Muſick, fur- 
„ niſh us with Game, or raiſe pleafing Ideas in us 
« by the Delightfulneſs of their Appearance. 
% Fountains, Lakes, and Rivers, are as refreſhing 
« to the Imagination, as to the Soil thro' which 
they paſs.” Spect. Vol. V. No. 387. 
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richeſt, nobleſt Gifts. He courts thy Affections, 
He ſolicits thy Gratitude, by Liberalities which 
are never intermitted, by a Bounty which knows 
no Limits. O ! mc{ Bleſſed Lo R D, let this 
thy Goodneſs, thy unwearied Goodneſs, lead us 
to Repentance. Min us to Thyſelf, Thou Foun- 
tain of Felicity, by theſe ſweet [nducements, 
Draw us to our Duty, Thou Gop of our Sal- 
vation, by theſe « Cords of Love.” 

WRA x a living Picture is Here of the how 
ficial Effects of Induſtry By Induſtry and Cul- 
tivation, this neat Spot is an Image of Eden. 
Here is all that can entertain the Eye, or * regale 
the Smell: Whereas, without Cultivation, thus 
ſweet Garden had been a deſolate Wilderneſs : 
Vile Thiſtles had made it loathſome, and tan- 
eling Briars inacceſſible. Without Cultivation, it 
might have been a Neſt for Serpents, and the 
horrid Haunt of venemous Creatures. But the 
Spade. and Pruning- knife, in the Hand of Induſtry, 
have improved i it into a ſort of Terreſtrial Paradiſe. 

How naturally does this lead our Contempla- 
tion, to the Advantages that flow from a virtuous 
Education, and the Miſeries that enſue from the 
+ Negle& of it! Ihe Mind, without early 
Inſtitution, muſt, in all Probability, become like 
by . the 
* - Ornnis topia 1 narium. 1710 Hon. ; 


+ Nen, urenda Aar Prue} «Fog ogris. H 0 K. 
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the e Vineyard of the Sluggard.” If left to the 
Propenſities of its own depraved Will, what can 
we expect, but a moſt luxuriant Growth of un- 
ruly Appetites, which, in time, will break forth 
into all manner of ſcandalous Irregularities ? 
What? ---- but that Anger, like a prickly Thorn, 
arm the Temper with an untractable Moroſeneſs: 
Peeviſhneſs, like a ſtinging Nettle, render the 
Converſation forbidding : Avarice, like ſome 
Choaking Weed, teach the Fingers to gripe, and 
the Hands to oppreſs : Revenge, like ſome poi- 
ſonous Plant, replete with baneful Juices, rankle 
in the Breaſt, and meditate Miſchief to its Neigh- 
bour: While unbridled Laſts, like Swarms of 
noiſome InſeQs, taint each riſing Thought, and 
render every Imagination of the Heart only evil 
ac continually.” —— Such are the uſual Products 
of ſavage Nature ! Such the F urniture of the un- 
cultivated Soul 
WHEREAs, let the Mind be put under the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lo RD! Let a 
holy Diſcipline clear the Soil : Let ſacred In- 
ſtructions ſow it with the beſt Seed: Let Skill 
and Vigilance dreſs the riſing Shoots ; direct the 
young Ideas how to ſpread, the wayward Paſſi- 
ens how to move: Then what a different State 
of the inner Man will quickly take place? Charity 
will breathe her Sweets, and Hope expand her 
Bloſſoms : 
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Bloſſoms: The perſonal Virtues diſplay their 
Graces, and the ſocial ones their Fruits: The 
Sentiments become generous ; the Carriage en- 
dearing ; the Life honourable and uſeful *. 

Ol THAT Governors of Families, and Ma- 
fers of Schools, would watch, with a conſeien- 
tious Solicitude, over the Morals of their tender 
Charge. What Pity it is, that the advancing 
Generation ſhould loſe theſe invaluable Endow- 
ments, through any Supineneſs in their Inſtruct- 
ors ! See, with what Aſſiduity the curious 
Florift attends his little Nurſery ; viſits them early 
and late; furniſhes them with the propereſt 
Mould ; ſupplies them-with ſeaſonable Moiſture ; 
guards them from the Ravages of Inſects; ſcreens 
them from the Injuries of the Weather; 5 marks 
their ſpringing Buds; obſerves them attentively 
thro* their whole Ne and never intermits 
his Anxiety, till he beholds them blown into 
full en —— And ſhall a W F painted 


„ 1 e 


1. * 


— 4 teneris is affucſeere t tanti en VIC. 

* pixeoy dι,g spe, To rg 1 ros 
er. 21 reds #017 = Ne %, WANAW 6 
70 r. Liber he Principles we imbibe, and 
the mise we contract, in our early Vears, are not 
N of nall Moment, but of the utmoſt Conſequence 

imaginable ; mſomuch that very frequently the v 
on of our „ and Uſefulneſs 1 pon 
m. 
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Leaves, that flouriſh To-day, and To-morrow 


fall to the Ground ---- Shall theſe be tended, with 


more zealous Application, than the noble * 
culties of an immortal Saul ? 

Yer truſt not in Cultivation alone; 3 tis « the 
Blefling of the Almighty Husbandman that im- 


parts Succeſi to ſuch Labours of Love. If Gop 
<< ſeal up the Bottles of Heaven,” and command 


the Clouds to with-hold their Fatneſs, the beſt- 
manured Plot becomes a barren Deſert. And if 
He reſtrain the Dew of his Heavenly Benediction, 
all human Endeavours miſcarry; the rational 
Plantation languiſhes; and our moſt pregnant 
Hopes from the moſt promiſing Genius prove 
abortive . Let Parents plant; let Tutors water; 
but let both look n the * en creat for 


the deſired Inereaſe. ee 2, 6 


: 


0. N every Side, 1 TIO ſeveral budding F lows | 
As yet, they are cloſely convolved, and 
DS within a ſtrong Incloſure. All their Beau- 
ties lie concealed, and their Sweets locked up. --- 
Juſt ſuch is the niggardly Mrerch, whoſe Aims 
are all turned inward, and meanly terminated 
upon Himſelf : Who makes his own private In- 
tefeſts, or perſonal Pleaſures, the ſole Centre of 
his Deſigns, and the Wa Sees of all 


his; Actions: „C HLNG te Il 340 AA. 34543 5 * 
Bye; 
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Bur, ere-long, the ſearching Beams will open 
theſe ſilken Folds, arid draw them into a graceful 
Expanſion. Then, what a lovely Bluſh will glow 
in their Cheeks, and what a balmy Odour ex- 
hale from their Boſoms ! ----So, when Divine 
Grace ſhines upon the Mind, even the. Churl be- 
comes bountiful: The Heart of Stone is taken 
away; and a Heart of Fleſh, a Heart ſuſceptible 
of the ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate Emotions, is 
introduced in its ſtead. O] how ſweetly do the 
ſocial Affections dilate themſelves, under ſo be- 
nign an Influence ! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing 
Gems under the powerful Eye of Day. The 
tender Regards are no longer confined to a ſingle 

Object, but extend themſelves into a generous 
Concern for Mankind, and bed liberal Refreſh- 

ments on all within their Reach“. | 
e = 3 ARISE 
flow beautiful is the Laa, and how fignificant 
the Expreſton, in that fine Paſſage of the Prophet; 
where, deſcribing the [charitable Temper, He ſays 
f Thou draw out thy Soul to the Hungry! 
Which, I think, may very properly be illuſtrated by 
the Circumſtances obſerved above. The opening of 
theſe Buds into a large and extenſive Spread is a pret- 
ty Pourtrait' of the Amplitude of a generous Heart, 
Which cannot ſhut up its Compaſſion, or remain un- 
Loncerhed at any human Calamity. The Freeneſs 
and Copisuſneſs wich which their choiceſt 2 
| | | their 
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AR Is E then, Thou Sun of Righteouſneſs ; 
ariſe, with Healing under thy Wings; and 
transfuſe thy gentle, but penetrating Ray, through 
all our intellectual Powers. Enlarge every nar- 
row Diſpoſition, and fill us with a difuſtve Be- 
nevolence. Make Room in our Breaſts for the 
whole human Race, and teach us to love all our 
Fellow- Creatures, . for their amiable Creator's 
Sake : May we be pleaſed with their Excellencies, 
and rejoice at their Happineſs z: but feel their 
Miſeries as our own, and, with a Brother” 7 
5 ben to relieve them. | | 


| n Aa eee 3 
Range of ſtrong and fattly 'Stalks. They ſtand 
like Towers, along the Walls of a fortified City; 
or riſe like lofty Spires, amidſt a Group of Houſes. 
They part, at the Top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky 
Pods; from each of which will be excluded, 


within a little time, a fine Figure, of a very pe- 
culiar and inſtructive Character;  raunded i into. a 


Form, that conſtitutes a perfect: Qircle ; read 
wide 2 into the moſt frank wy communica- 


64 330 151 Wh CW 
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8 their aromatic. 1 are od ems out, 

may repreſent not only the various A ofjan un- 

wearied Liberality, but alſo that can dial Af ftion, and 

Lal. bo Tenderneſs, with which they ae ſtowed. 
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tive Air; tinged with the Colour, which, of all 
others, moſt captivates the Miſer's Eye. 
Bur the Property I chiefly admire, is its 
paſſh tonate Fondueſs for the Sun. When Evening 
with. her Shades comes on, the poor Flower 
droops, and folds up its Leaves. It mourns all 
the long Night, like ſome forlorn Lover, for 
the Abſence of the Light. No ſooner does Pro- 
vidence open the Eyelids of the Morning,” 
but immediately it * addreſſes itſelf to the Object 
of its Affection; courts and careſſes it all the 
Day; nor ever loſes Sight of the refulgent 
Charmer, ſo long as it continues above the Ho- 
rizon. In the Morning, you may perceive it 
preſenting a golden Boſom to the Eaſt; at Noon, 
it points upward to the middle Sky; in the 
Evening, follows the ſame attractive Influence 
to the Weſt. _ 

SURELY Nature is a | Book, and every Page 
rich with ſacred Hints. To an attentive: Mind 
the Garden turns Preacher, and its blooming 
Tenants are ſo many lively Sermons. What an 
engaging Pattern, and what an excellent Leſſon, 
have we Here !---- $9, let the Redeemed of the 
LoRD look unto JEsus , and be conformed 
_ 1 0 


9 ſuum, gabi Radice tenetur, 
Hertitur ad Solem. — Ov1d. 


* Heb, xii, 2. 
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to their Beloved. Let us all be Heliotropes (if I 
may uſe the Expreſſion) to the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Let our Paſſions riſe and fall, take this 
| Courſe or that, as his Word determines, as his 
holy Example guides. Let us be fo accommo- 
dated both to his commanding and providential 
Will, as the Wax is turned to the imprinted 
Seal, or as the Aſpect of this enamoured F Aren 
to the ſplendid Star which creates our Day 
I every Enjoyment, O thou watchful Chri- 
ſtian, look unto JESUS; receive it as proceeding 
from his Love, and purchaſed by his Agonies “. 
====- In every Tribulation look unto IESUs; 
mark his gracious Hand, managing the Scourge 3 
or mingling the bitter Cup; attempering it to a 
proper Degree of Severity; adjuſting the Time 
of its Continuance; and ready to make theſe 
ſeeming Diſaſters productive of real Good, ---- In 
every Infirmity and Failing, look unto JESUS, 
thy merciful High-Prieſt, pleading his atoning 
Blood, and making Interceſſion for Tranſgreſlors. 
— In $i 44h e Kh unto. as E$SUs, thy 


1 WRIT 
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prevailing Advocate, recommending thy Devo- 11 
tions, and bearing the Iniquity of thy holy 
cc. Things *. —— In every Temptation loox 
unto JESU, the Author of thy Strength, and 
Captain of thy Salvation, who alone is able to 
lift up the Hands that hang down, to invigorate 
the enfeebled Knees, and make thee more than 
Conqueror over all thy Enemies. But eſpeci- 
ally; when the Hour of thy Departure approaches; 
when thy Fleſh and thy Heart fail; when 
all the Springs of Life are irreparably breaking; 
then look unto J Es vs with a believing Eye f. 
Like expiring Stephen, behold him ſtanding at 
the Right Hand of G op, on purpoſe to ſuccour | 
his People in this their laſt Extremity. Yes, my 
Chriſtian Friend, when thy Journey through 
Life is finiſhed, and thou art arrived on the very 
Verge of Mortality; when thou art juſt launch- 
ing out into. the inviſible World, and all before 
thee is vaſt Eternity Then, O then, be ſure 
to look ſtedfaſtly unto Jes Us! “ See by Faith 
60 the LORD CnRIs T.“ View Him as the 
only Way + to 'the everlaſting Manſions, as the 
only Door & to the Abodes of Bliſs. 


G4 | Nor 
J. Exod. 2 xxviii. 38. 14 | 


+ Lonk-avro MF; and bo.ye ſaves, all the Bud of : 
Tribes. Iſai. xlv. 2. 
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Nor long ago, theſe: curious Productions of 
the Spring were coarſe and mis-ſhapen Roats. 
Had we opened the Earth, and beheld them in 
14 their Seed, how uncouth and contemptible had 
5 their Appearance been |! ---- But now they are the 
| Boaſt of Nature; the Delight of the Sons of 
Men ; finiſhed Patterns for Enamelling and Em- 
broidery ; 'outſhining even the happre/# Strokes: of 
11 the Penſil. They are taught to bloom, but with 
ü I a very inferior Luſtre *, in the richeſt T apeſtries, 
1 and moſt magnificent Silks: Art never attempts 
| to equal their incomparable Elegancies; but places 
all her Merit in copying after theſe delicate Origi- 
nals. Even thoſe that glitter i in Silver, or whoſe | 
Cloathing i 1s of wrought Gold, are proud to bor- 
row additional Ornaments from a Sprig of J ela- 
mine, or a little Aſſemblage "+ bh 
.Wnar a fine Idea may we form, from hence, | 
| of the Reſurrection of the Jui, and the State of 
their. reanimated Bodies . As the Roots even of 
our choiceſt Flowers, when "depoſited. in the 
wu Ground, are rude and ungraceful ; but, when 
| | - they 


n „ The Cewſlip S in brighter Tellozu dreſt, 
1 Than that which veils the nubil Virgin's Breaſt: 
[| A fairer Red ſtands bluſhing in the Roſe, 
Than that which 0 on the Bridegroom' 5 < "OM 
flows. Prior's Sal. 
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they ſpring up into blooming Life, are moſt ex- 

quiſitely elegant; ſo, the poor F leſh of a Saint i 
when committed to the Duſt, alas 1 what i is 155 

A Heap of Corruption; a "Mas of putrefying 
Clay. But when it obeys the great Archangel's 
Call, and ftarts into renewed Exiſtence ;' O! 

what an aſtoniſhing Change enſues'! What a 
moſt prodigious Improvement takes place 
That which was ſown in Wealneſe, will be raiſed 
in all the Vivacity of Power, That which was 


ſown in Deformity, will be raiſed in the Bloom 


of celeſtial Beauty; and ſhine © as the Brightneſs 


& of the Firmament, when it darts the inimi- 
table Blue through the 1 Nr the e „ 
of ſome cleaving Cloud. * 

Fear not, then, thou Faithful Chriftian'; "Rar 
not, at the appointed Time, to deſcend into the 
Tomb. Thy Soul thou mayeſt truſt with thy 
omnipotent Redeemer, who is Lo R p of the un- 
ſeen World; Who has the Keys of Hell, and 
cc of Death. b Moſt ſafely mayſt thou truſt thy 
bettel Part in "thoſe beneficent Hands; which 
were pierced with Nails, and faſtened td the ig 
nominious Tree, for thy Salvation. ---- And, with 
regard to thy fleſhly Tabernacle, be not dif, mayed ; 

*tis only taken down, to be rebuilt upon a divi- 
ner Plan, and in a more heavenly Form. If it 
retire into the Shadow of Death, and Gloom of 
= Grave, tis only to return from a ſhort Con- 
ah finement 
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finement to endleſs Liberty. If it dies, tis in 
order to riſe more illuſtrious from its Ruins, and 
wear an bars brighter F. ace e of PerfeAtion and 
of Gloty. e | 


* now 1 my 1388 let me 
next take up a Lamentation, for theſe ſweeteſt 
Productions of the Vegetable World. --.- For I 
foreſec their approaching Doom: Vet a little 
while, and all theſe pleaſing Scenes vaniſh: Vet a 
little while, and all the Sweets of the breathing, all 
the Beauties of the blooming Spring, : periſh. 
Every one of theſe amiable. Forms muſt be 
ſhrivelled to Deformity, and trodden to the 
Earth. Significant Reſemblance this, of all 
created Beauty. All Fleſb .is Graſs, ſaith the 
Prophetic Voice, and all the Goodlineſs thereof 
as the . Flower of the Field. Behold then, ye 
brighte/? among the Daughters of Eve, behold 
yourſelves in this Glaſs. See the Charms of your 
Perſon. eclipſed, by the Luſtre of theſe little 
F — and the Frazilty of your State repreſent- 

E. . tre mc Glories.. A Fever may 
; ſcorch 
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ſcorch thoſe poliſhed Veins; a Conſumption 
emaciate the dimpling Cheeks 3 a Load of un- 
expected Sorrows depreſs thoſę lively Spirits. 
* if ae alen 0 nee the tender 


Fred: 10-4 ft tris 5 „ 
Wen 85 HOWS. 11 and robe the Ficlds | 
In Witter's bright Array; hs f 
Nr by the Sun, the ene * 
Aa yeeps ifelf away. REI fy 651 
15 "When Sor ing ; appears; ; "when Fiolers tow,” | 
And ſhed n rich Perfunie; „ iT) | Ir 


1 How ſoon the Fragrance breathes its 1 
| How tort-liv'd is the Bloom! 


Freſh i in the Morn, the Summer . 


Hangs wither'd ere tis Noon i] 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy Gift. 
But mourn, the Pleaſure gone. | [2 


[With gliding Fire, an E ning ö 
Streaks the Autumnal Skies; 18 
25 aa from its Seat, it darts away, 

And, in an Iutant. dies. 8 1 


" Such Far as Charms that fulh the Che. e 
And ſparkle in the Eyes | UN: 
* 85 from the lovel e e | 3 

The tranſient Tres Ay. 


"T6 this the Seafbins, as they roll ALL u. 

Their Atteſtation bring : : 225 
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Frame; yet Age, inexorable Age and Wrinkles, 
will eome at laſt; will wither m er ee 
ind blaſt every {prightly Grace. 
Tux, ye Fur, when thoſe ſparkling Eyes 
are darkened, and fink in their Orbs ; when they 
are rolling in Agonies, or ſwimming in Death 
How will you /u/tain the Aflictian? How will 
you repair theLoſs?*---Oh apply your Thoughts 
to Religion; chooſe and attend tothe One thing 
needful. Believe in, and imitate the bleſſed 
JEsus: Then ſhall your Souls mount up to 
the Realms of Happineſs, when the well pro- 
portioned Clay is mingling with its mean Origi- 
nal. The bright Beams of G ons Countenance 
will irradiate, with a matchleſs Perfection, all 
their Faculties. Culeanſed intirely from every 
Dreg of Corruption, like ſome unſullieck Mirror, 
they will reflect the complete Image of their 
Creator's Holineſs. Ohl that you would thus 
areſs your Mints, and prepare for the immortal 
State | Then, from ſhining among your Fellow- 
Creatures on Earth, you. ſhall, be. tranſlated to 
ſhine around the Thrane of Gan fop Ever and 
Ever. Then; from the Sweeteners of our 


11 


Life, and the Delight © our Eyes, here below, 
you ſhall paſs, by an eafy Tranſition, into 
Angels of Light; and become an everlaſting 
„ kExcellency, the Joy; of al Generatians. 4 
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Yonder Lily, that looks like the Queen of the 
gay Creation ---- See, how gracefully it erects its 
majeſtic, Head]! What an Air of Dignity and 
Grandeur ennoble its Aſpect ! For elevated Mien, 
as well as incomparable Luſtre, juſtly may it be 
preferred to the magnificent Monarch of the Eaſt. 
But, all; ſtately and charming as it js, it will 
hardly ſurvive a few, more Days: That unſpot- 
ted Whiteneſs: muſt quickly be tarniſhed, and the 
ſnowy Form defiled in the Duſt. 


As che Lily. pleaſes with the noble. Simplicity 


Gayety.and Multiplicity 5 its ee ace What a 


Profuſion of Dyes arrays its painted Cup! Its 
Tinges are ſo glowing, its Contraſts ſo ſtrong, 
and. the Arrangement of them both, ſo elegant 
and artful !.---- Twas lately the Pride of the 


Border, and the xeigning Beauty of the delight- 


ſul daten As exquiſitely, fine as the Rainbow, 


and a tranſient ; it ſpread, for 
2 litt Moment, its glittering Plumage ; but has 
NOW aid all its diſtinguiſhed Honours down, 
Thoſe. radiant Stripes are blended, alas rudely 


; blenged,, With common Mould. 


7b No a, graceful Shape, and blooming Complex- 


c. abe Rafe adds the molt agreeable Perfume. 
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Our Noſtrils make it repeated Viſits, and are 
never weary of drinking in its Sweets. A Fra- 
grance, ſo peculiarly rich and reviving, tranſpires 
from its opening Tufts, that every one covets its 
Acquaintance. How have I ſeen even the ac- 
compliſhed 'Chariſſa, for whom ſo many Votaries 
Tanguiſh, fondly carefling this little Flower 
That lovely Boſom, which is the Seat of Inno- 
cence and Virtue, whoſe leaſt er is to 


Thoufand Ons of its own, ian it poll 
to adopt another from the Damask Roſe - bud. --- 
Yet even this univerſal Favourite muſt fail. Its 
native Balm cannot preſerve it from Putrefaction. 
Soon, ſoonz muſt it reſign all thoſe endearin 
Qualities; and hang ce on. a ens: 
EE: to the Ground. 
Om x could wiſh, — _ lovelieſt of 
the inanimate Race,/ a longer Exiftence': But in 
vain : "Fhey Jade, almoſt as ſootias they flouriſh - 
Within lefs than a Month LAY Wh 
Let che Sun tate few more Journeys thro 
Sky; then viſit this iriehanting Walk; an 08 
will find nothing buta wretched Wilderneſs of rag- 
ged or naked Stalks. ---- But O ! (my Soul exults 
in the Thought) the Gurment of celeſtial Ghery, 
which ſhall 'ere-long array the reanimated Body, 
will never wax old. Tie illultrious Robes ofa 
1 5 Saviour's 
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Saviour's conſummate. Righteouſucſs, which are 


appointed to deck the juſtified Spirit, are incorrup- 


tible and immortal. No Moth can corrode their 
Texture, no Number of Ages ſully their Bright- 

neſßß. The Light of Day may be quenched, and 

all the Stars ſink in Obſcurity ; but the Honours 


of Juſt Men made perfect are ſubject to no 


Diminution: Inextinguiſhable and n is 


cn 1 of licks er | 


. 3 ye en . e ** all 3 1 i 


Winter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible Con- 


queror, that carries Fire and Sword, where-ever 


he advances; demoliſnes Towns; depopulates 


Countries; ſpreads Slaughter and Deſolation on 
every Side ---- So, juſt ſo, will Winter, with his 
ſavage and unrelenting Blaſts, invade this beauti- 
ful Proſpect. The Storms are gathering, and the 


Tempeſts muſtering their Rage, to fall upon theſe 
Vegetable Kingdoms. They will rauage through 
the Dominions of Nature, and plunder her Rzches, 
and lay waſte her Charms. ---- Then, ye Trees, 
muſt ye ſtand ftript of your verdant Apparel; 
and, ye Fields, be ſpoiled of your waving Trea- 
ſures. Then, the Earth diſrobed of all her gay 
Attire, muſt ſit in Sables, like a diſconſolate Wi- 
dow.: The Sun too, that now rides in Triumph 


Wen the World, and ſcatters Gayety from his 


10 | | radiant 


e 


08 
3 
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radiant Eye, will then look. faintly. from the 
Windows of the South; and, caſting a: ſhort 
Glance on our dejected World, will leave us to 


the uncomfortable Gloom of tedious Nights. 


Then, theſe pretty Choriſers of the Air will 
chant no more to the gentle Gales. The Lark, 
che Linnet, and all the feathered Songſters, 
abandon their Notes, and indulge their Woes. 
Mute is every ſhrill and tuneful Pipe: The Har- 
mony of the Woods is at an End; and Silence 
(unleſs interruptec by howling Winds), ſullen Si- 
lence, fits brooding upon the Boughs, that are 


now made vocal by a Thouſand warbling Throats. 


Bur, Ol raviſhing Remembrance] the Songs 
of Saints in Light never admit a Pauſe for Sad- 
neſs. All Heaven will reſound with the Melody 
of their Gratitude, and all Eternity echo to their 
triumphant: Acclamations. The Hallelajahs of 
ctions they celebrate. -- Come then, Holy Love, 


and tun my Hrart; deſcend, Celeſtial Fire, and 


touch my Tongue; that I may Rand ready to ftrike 
up, and bear my Part, * * — that 


: EY reg 


Nes; yes; ye N en ye muſt al 4 
Ani. indeed, eould * add the Strength ; 
of 
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of an Oak, or the Stability of an Egyptian Pyra- 
mid, to all the Delicacy of your Texture ; yet 


ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, would your 


Duration be. For 7 ſee, that all Things come to 
an End, The Pillars of Nature are tottering ; 


the Foundations of the round World are falling 


away: The Heavens themſelves wax old like 
<«c-a Garment,” ---- But, amidſt theſe Views of 
general Ruin, Here is our Refuge, Here our 
Conſolation, Ve know that our Redeemer liveth. 
Thy Years, bleſſed J ts vs, ſhall not fail: From 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting, Thou art ſtill the ſame 
the ſame moſt excellent and adorable Being ; the 
ſame omnipotent and faithful Friend; the ſame all- 
ſufficient and ineſtimable Portion. O] may we 
but partake of thy Merits ; be ſanctified by thy 
Grace, and received into thy Glory ! ---- Then, 


periſh, if ye will, all inferior Delights. Let all 


that is ſplendid in the Skies expire, and all that 
is amiable in Nature be expunged. Let the 
whole Extent of Creation be turned again into 
one undiſtinguiſhable Void, one univerſal Blank: 
Vet, if Go p be ours, we ſhall have enough 
If Goo be vw we ſhall have all, and abound *: 

| da e 


* His Hand de od Man faſtens on the Skies, 
And bids Earth rowl, nor feels the idle Whirl. 


Night-Thoughts, No 4. 
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All that our Circumſtances can want, or our 


| Wiſhes. crave, to make us inconceivably bleſſed 


and happy: Bleſſed and happy, not only through 


this little Interval of Time, but through the un- 


meaſurable Revolutions of . 


FTE Sun is now come forth in his: Somers, 
and beats fiercely upon my throbbing Pulſe. ---- 
Let me retire to yonder inviting Arbour. There 
the Woodbines retain the lucid Drop ; and the 
Jeſſamines, that line the verdant Alcove, are 
ſtill impearled with Dews. ---- Welcome, ye re- 
freſhing Shades ! 1 feel, I feel, your chearing 
Influence. My languid Spirits revive; ; the ſlack- 
ened Sinews are new-ſtrung ; and Life bounds 
bri:ker through all her crimſon Chanels, _ 
'REcLIiNnED on this moſſy Couch, and ſur- 
rounded by this fragrant Coolneſs, let me renew 
my Aſpirations to the ever-preſent Deity. Here 
let me remember, and imitate, the pious Auguſtine, 
and his Mother Monica: Who, being engaged in 
Diſcourſe on the Beauties of the viſible Creation, 
roſe by theſe Ladders, to the Glories of the inviſible 
State ; till they were inſpired with the moſt 
alfecting Senſe of their ſupereminent Excellency, 
and actuated with the moſt ardent Breathings 


after their full Enjoyment : Inſomuch that they 
were almoſt rapt up into the Bliſs they contem- 


plated ; 


% 


 Frower- GARDEN. 103 


plated ; and ſcarce cc knew, whether they were 
<« in the * or out of the Body. 2 | 


Wa EN « Tempeſts toſs the Ocean; when plain · 
tive Signals of Diſtreſs are heard from the bellow- 
ing Deep, and melancholy Tokens of Shipwreck 
come floating on the foaming Surge; then, how 
delightful to ſtand ſafe on Shore, and hug one's 
ſelf in conſcious Security !----When a Glut of 
Waters burſts from ſome mighty Torrent; ruſhes 
headlong overall the neighbouring Plains; ſweeps 
away the helpleſs Cattle; and drives the affrighted 
Shepherd from his Hut ; then, from the Top of 
a diſtant Eminence, to deſcry the Danger we 
need not fear ; ; how pleaſing ! --- Such, methinks, 
is my. preſent Situation ; for now the Sun blazes 
from on high: The Air glows with his Fire: "The . 
Fields are rent with Chinks : The Roads are 
ſcorched to/Duſt : The Woods ſeem to contract 
a ſickly Aſpect, and a ruſſet Hue: The Travel- 
ler, broiled as he rides, haſtens to his Inn, and 
intermits his ourney : The Labourer, bathed in 
Sweat, drops the Scythe, and deſiſts from his 
Work : The Cattle flee to ſome ſhad y Covert, 
or elſe pant and toſs under the burning Noon. 
Even the ſtubborn Rock, ſmit with the piercing 
Beam, is ready to cleave. All Things langw/h 
3 ths OY 9 I {hall en- 
e eee joy 


G 
* hind 
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joy a cos Hour, and calm Reflection, amidſt the 
Gloom of this bowery Receſs, that warde admits 
one Speck of Sunſhine. 

T us, may both the Flock, and their Shep- 
herd, ' dwell beneath the Defence of the Moft 
High, and abide under the Shadow of the Almighty . 
Then, though + the Pe/tilence walketh in Dark- 
neſs, and the Sichneſs deſtroyeth at Noon- day; 
though Thouſands fall beſide us, and Ten thou- 
ſands at our Right Hand; we need fear no Evil: 
Either the deſtroying Angel ſhall paſs over our 
Houſes ; or elſe He ſhall diſpenſe the Corrections 
of a Friend, not the Scourges of an Enemy; 
which, inſtead of hurting us, ſhall work for our 
Good. Then, though Profaneneſs and Infide- 
lity, far more malignant Evils, breathe deadly 
Contagion, and taint the Morals of. Multitudes 
around us ; yet, if the great Father of Spirits 
ce hide us in the Hollow of his Hand, we ſhall 
hold faſt our Integrity, and be faithful unto 

Lr * 3 Lon p, oO! let 10 Ser 
vant, and the People committed to his Care, be 
received into thy Protection. Let us take San- 


. under that Tree of Life, erected in thy 
| ignominious 


* — 
© > #5 * 


& 8 him xci. 1 . 
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mortal Diſtemper raged in the Neighbourhood, 
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mominious Croſs; let us fly for Safety to that 
ty of Refuge, opened in thy bleeding Wounds. 
The ſhall be a ſacred Hiding-place, not to be 
| pierced by the F lames of Divine Wrath, or the 
fiery Darts of Temptation. Thy. dying Merits, 
and perfect Obedience, ſhall be to our. Souls, 
as Rivers of Water in a dry Place, or as the 
Shadow of a great Rock in a weary Land . 
Bu r moſt of all, in that / tremendaus Day, 
when the Heavens are rent aſunder, and wrap'd 
up like a Scroll; when thy Almighty Arm ſhall 
arreſt the Sun in his Career, and daſh to- pieces 
the Structure of the Univerſe; when the Dead, 
both Small and Great, ſhall' be gathered before 
the Throne of thy Glory, and the Fates of all 
Mankind hang on the very Point of a final irre- 
vyerſible Deciſion: ---- Then, bleſſed JR Ss, 
let us be owned by Thee, and we ſhall not be 
aſbamed; defended by Thee, and we ſhall not be 
afraid. 'O ! may we, at that awful, that un- 


utterably important Juncture, be covered with 
the Wings of thy Redeeming Love; and we 


ſhall behold all the horrible Convulſions of ex- 
piring Nature, with Compoſure, with Comfort ! 
We ſhall even welcome the Conſummation of 


all Things, as the Times 7. 2 ng from the 
Preſence ef the LORD WK 5 


uy | "ths TERRE 


THERE are, "I perceive, who Ar W the 
Flowers ; and, in Defiance of the Sun, ply. their 
Work on every expanded Bloſſom. © The Bree, 
I mean; that Nation of Chymiſts ! to whom 
Nature has communicated the rare and valuable 
Secret of enriching themſelves, without impove- 
riſhing others; who extract the moſt delicious 
Syrup from every fragrant Herb, without wound- 
ing its Subſtance, or diminiſhing 1 its Odours. 1 
take the more Notice of theſe ingenious Opera- 
tors *, becauſe I would willingly make them my 
Patiers, We the gay Butterfly flutters her 
painted Wings, and ſips a little fantaſtic Delight, 
only for the preſent Moment ; while the' gloomy 
Spider, worſe than idly buſied, is preparing her 
inſidious Nets for Deſtruction, or ſucking Venom 
even from the moſt wholſome Plants; this frupal 
Community are wiſely employed in providing for 
Futurity, and collecting a copious Stock of the 
moſt balmy Treaſures. ---- And O!] might theſe 
Meditations fink into my Soul] would the Go p, 
who ſuggeſted each heavenly Thought,” vouchſafe 
to convert it into an e/tabliſhed Principle, to de- 
termine all my Inclinations, and regulate my 

-4 5 1 
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whole Conduct; I ſhould then gather Advantages 
from the ſame blooming Obje&s, more precious 
than your golden Stores, ye induſtrious Artifts : 

I alſo ſhall go home laden with the richeſt Sweets, 
and nobleſi Spoils, though I crop not a Leaf, no 
call a gs Flower my own. | 


HE REI behold aflembled, in ane Prew, almeſt 
al the various Beauties, that have been ſeverally 
entertaining my Imagination. "The Viſtas, ſtruck 
through an antient Wood, or formed by Rows of 
venerable Elms; conducting the Spectator's Ob- 
ſervation to ſome amiable Object; or leading the 
Traveller's Footſteps to this delightful Seat: 

The Walls, enriched with Fruit-Trees, and 
faced with a Covering of their leafy Extenſions ; 
I ſhould rather have ſaid, hung with different 
Pieces of Nature's nobleſt Tapeſtry : ---- The 
Walks, neatly ſhorn, and lined with Verdure ; 
or finely ſmoothed, and coated with Gravel : --- 
The Alleys, arched with Shades, to embower 
our Noon-tide Repoſe ; or thrown open for the 
free Acceſſion of Air, to invite us to our Even- 
ing Recreation: The decent Edgings of Fox, 
that incloſe, like a plain Selvage, each beautiful 
Compartment, and its ſplendid Figures : ---- The 
ſhapely Evergreens, and flowering Shrubs, that 
ſtrike the Eye, and appear with peculiar Digoity, 


H 4 in 
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in this diſtant Situation, : The Baſon, with its 
cryſtal Fount, floating in the Centre, and dif- 

fuſing an agreeable Freſhneſs through the Whole: 
---- The Waters, falling from a remote Caſcade, 
and gently murmuring as they flow along the 
Pebbles : —— The/e,,,added to the rt; and all 
ſo diſpoſed, that each recommends and endears 
each; render the I hole, a moſt ſweet raviſhing 
Scene, of Order and Variety, of 3 and 
MagnificencceQ. 

FRO M ſo many lovely Proſpets, 3 
upon one's Sight, it is impoſſible not to be re- 
minded of Heaven; that World of Bliſs, thoſe 
Regions of Light, where the Lamb that was flain 
manifeſts his beatific Preſence, and his Saints 
live for evermore. — But O'! what Penfil can 
sketch out a Draught. of that goodly Land? 
What Language expreſs the incomparable Splen- 
dors of IMMANUEL's Kingdom? Would fome - 
celeſtial Hand draw aſide the Veil but for one 
Moment, and permit us to throw a ſingle Glance 
on thoſe Divine Abodes; how would all ſublu- 
nary Poſſeſſions become tarniſhed in our Eyes, 
and grow flat upon our Taſte ! One tranſient 
Glimpſe of thoſe unutterable Beatitudes would 
captivate our Souls, and engroſs all their F aculties, 
* nſelf, alter ſuch a Viſion, would appear a 

| chearleſs 


1 1 : 1 


Pro wil GARDEN. 111 


chearxleſs Deſart, and all W Charms intole. | 
rable Deformity. * 

Very excellent Thi ngs are ſpoken of Thee, Thos 
City of GOD. Volumes have been written, 
and thoſe by inſpired Men, to diſplay the Won- 
ders of thy Perfections. All that is rich and re- 
ſplendent i in the viſible Creation, has been called 
in to aid our Conceptions, and elevate our Ideas. 
But indeed, no Tongue can utter, no Pen can 
deſcribe, no Fancy can imagine, what GO, 
of his unbounded Munificence, has prepared for 
them that love Him. ---- Seeing then, that all 
terreſtrial Things muſt come to a ſpeedy End, 
and there remaineth ſuch a Reſt, ſuch a bliſsful 
and everlaſting Reſt, for the People of Gop; 
let me never be too fondly attach'd to any preſent 
Satisfactions. Weaned from whatever is tem- 
poral, may I maintain a ſuperior Indifference for 
ſuch tranſitory Enjoyments; but long, long 
earneſtly for the Manſions that are above; the 
Paradiſe, -<* which the Lo Ro hath planted, and 
« not Man.” Thither may I tranſmit the 
Chief of my Converſation, and from thence ex- 
pect the Whole of my Happineſs. Be that the 
ſacred, powerful Magnet, which ever influences 
my Heart, ever attracts my Affections. There 
are ſuch tranſcendent Glories, as Eye has not 


ſeen : 


* Pſalm Ixxxvii. 2. 
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ſeen: There, are ſuch tranſporting Pleaſures, as 
Far has not heard: There, is ſuch a Fulneſs of 
Joys, as the Thought of Man cannot conceive. 


"In To that conſummate Felicity, thoſe eter- 
nal Fruitions, permit me, Madam, to wiſh You, 
in due Time, an abundant Entrance; and to aſ- 
ſure You, that this Wiſh is breathed, with the 
ſame Sincerity and Ardour, for my honoured 


Correſpondent, as it is, Mad am, for 


W 97 4 ae Ov; 


Your mift Obedient, &c. 


J. Hznvey. 
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I Came » now to execute an Engagement ander- 
took Hage 68. in *y Nene. in „ oth 


Bu r, firſt, let me once 3 intreat the 
Chriſtian to contemplate the magnificent and 
delicate Scenes of the Univerſe, with a particular 
Reference to CHRIST, as the Creator. He 
can hardly imagine, what F uel every Object, 
viewed in this Light, would adminiſter to the 
languiſhing Lamp of Divine Love. Every Pro- 
duction in Nature would ſtrike a Spark into his 
Soul, and tend to raiſe the n Flax into 


A Flame. | | | n 


"BesiDEs, 1 gladden che e 


a Believer, and confirm his Afience in the cru 
cified Lamb, to behold the Heavens declaring 
his Glory, and the Firmament ſnewing his Handy- 
work ! It cannot but be Matter of inexpreſſible 
Conſolation to the poor Sinner, to obſerve the 
Honours of his Redeemer writ with mne 


7 


aner all the Face of the World- e ue 
LET 
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Wer thoſe, therefore, who delight to read an 
Account of their incarnate IE HOVAEH, as He is 
revealed in the Books of Maſes, the Prophets, 
and Evangeliſts, endeavour to ſee a Sketch of his 
Perfections, as they ſtand delineated in that feately 
Volume, where every Leaf is a ſpacious Plain, 
every Line a flowing Brook, and mY Period a 
lofty: Mountain. 


15 17 
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ee any eh my 1 be e wi l in 
ſuch Meditations, I beg Leave (in irſuance of 
my Promiſe) to preſent them with Specimen : 4 
To offer a Clue, which may lead heir Minds 
into this moſt uſeful Train of T ink ug Ebel | 
then N 1 frequently, reflect : 


. I, "2, A? pL 


On re 7 POt 1 Miles endende Arches 
encompaſs. ſo. many floating Worlds; He, who 
meaſured out your Dimenſions with his. Span, 
2nd bid-you Nand as Boundaries: of the Univerſe ; 
He, once was wrapt in Swaddling-Cloths, and 
laid in a e to Lge to ere by —_— 

—_ At FFT 0, 2 TIS 73 
Tm: —_ ea he | Aﬀiſtance 5 
any other Fire, ſnetdeſt Day through a thoufand 
erg He, who fed your Orb with bound 
2 4 leſs 
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leſs Luſtre, before whom your meridian Splen- 
dors are but Darkneſs; He emptied Himſelf of 


his Glory for my Sake, and became the Scorn of 
Men, TP: Outcait of the People. e 

Thov Moon, that walkeſt among 23 
bered Stars, and, ſuperior to them all, ruleſt the 
Night with thy milder Ray; He, who dreſſed 
thy Globe with beaming Silver, and dwells in 
Light inacceflible ; He vouchſafed to wear a Body 
of Clay, in order to work out my Salvation, and 
hid not his F ace from Shame and n 8 


VE Thiumdevs, Ant hake our Abodes, at 
ſend \ your tremendous Vollies from Pole to ole; : 
He, who gave you thoſe dreadful Accents, hold 
awful Meſſage you bear to the trembling Nations: ; 
He once, for my Welfare, poured'out inf: 
Tears in the Stable, and expiring Groatis oh the 
e | pi 1 e be ee 

Orve Lightiings; that burſt ** iy | 
Clouds, and whirl the Shafts of Juſtice' thro” 
the Skies ; He, who who kindles your Flafh, and di- 
rects your Stroke; He was bound like a Slave, 
was "dragged to the Bar like a Felon, was fen- 
tenced to Death like a Murderer ; and ſtruek not 
(O! e Lee ſtruck pen 
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inſolent Abuſers into the Depda'of Hell with his 
Frown: rr . 
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VE Storms and Tape chat esch over whole 
Continents, and drive Foreſts headlong from their 
Roots; He, whoſe Breath rouſes you into ſuch 
Horrible Rage, and whoſe, Nod controuls you in 
your wildeſt Career ; ; He once went, all meek 
and gentle, like a Lamb to the Slaughter for me; 
and, as a Sheep before her Shearers i is dumb, fo 
He opened not his Mouth. 


, | IT Peſtilence, that ſcattereſt Jen thou- 
fund Poiſons from thy baleful Wings, that leaveſt 
9 05 i 5 Wee, and Ade Cities 


S *% 


; net Fl 5 _ once was numbered with the 
| i moſt infamous of Malefactors; and, to. ranſom 
me from Ws was content to tinge a Gibbet 


by it 1 Iyer : 7 | G x 4 *. + * a> $ i * - % 
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mn _ ſunk that capacious Bed for your Reception, 
14 and poured the liquid Element into thoſe un- 
| | thom: ble Chanels 4 in whoſe Preſence all your 
14 | rolling] ountains are as the ſmall Drop of aBucket; 
= / He, in the Days of his Fleſh, had not where to 
. lay bis Head; but ſuffered all that is miſerable 
il 
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and reproachful, in order to introduce a #1 wretche 
Worm into the ors Bliſs. 1 25 


— 


Ye Dane F that trickle thro the 
matted Graſs ; Ye fine tranſparent Streams, that 
glide along your flowery Banks ; Ye deep and 
ſtately Rivers, that refreſh Kingdoms in your 
Courſe, and ſwell: the Sea with your Tribute; 
He who feeds you all from his on overflowing 
Fulneſs ; He formerly thirſted on Mount Cal. 
vary, Lhd (what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing) thirſted 
in vain, for a ſingle Drop of Water. 


VI lofty Mountains, chat overlook the Clouds, 


and project a Shade into diſtant Provinces; He 
who bid you riſe ſo high, and ſtand ſo faſt; He, 
gave his Back to the Scourge, his Head to the 
Thorns, and his Heart to the Executioner's Spear, 


on purpoſe to make a bleeding Atonement for 


my En, | 


TO Earth, with all thy ahead Produc- 
tions, whatever climbs thy towering Hills, or 
creeps along thy humble Vales ; whatever wings 
the Air above, or cloathes the Ground beneath ; 
He, whoſe Voice ſpoke thee into Being, whoſe 
Arms upholds thee every Moment, whoſe Bounty 
diſtributes ſuch an Infinity of Riches throughout 
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